From the Pastor
All Saints (& Sinners)
If you are anything like me, it’s probably easier for you to claim
the identifier of “sinner” than to describe yourself as a “saint.” It
just seems too arrogant. Sainthood doesn’t feel like something I
should claim for myself, and I don’t expect anyone else to apply
it to me either. Saints are… special. They are holier than normal
people. They have a different kind of access to God.

December Newsletter Deadline
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Worship: 10:00 am
Online/In-Person

For hospitalization or other
pastoral care needs, please call
Pastor Serena at 908-458-3940

OUR MISSION & PURPOSE
Abiding Peace Lutheran Church
makes Christ known by welcoming
all people to a supporting and accepting place to grow in faith and
community and to serve the Lord
as people created by God, saved
by Christ and nurtured by the Holy
Spirit.
Phone: 973-691-9393
Website: www.abidingpeacechurch.org

But one of the core teachings of our Lutheran tradition is that we
are simultaneously both sinner and saint – both identities are genuine at the same time. It’s a paradox, but that is intentional, because when we hold the tension of a paradox it keeps us from
falling into error in either direction. If we move too far toward
identifying as a sinner, we lose the sense of our own belovedness
and value. Our focus gets absorbed by shame for the ways in
which we fail, and that shame can make it all the harder to do
better, or even to believe the truth of God’s delight in us. Of
course, we can go too far in the other direction as well. When we
become convinced of the perfection of our own piety, we naturally fall into judgement of anyone who lives or believes differently
than us. Just as destructive, we lose our awareness of our need for
God’s mercy.
The power of the paradox of “both saint and sinner” is to separate
our worth from our performance, whether we judge that performance as a failure or a success. At all times we hold within ourselves both goodness and failure, both righteousness and unrighteousness. And in that truth we are loved by God.
This is also why we observe the Feast of All Saints as our commemoration of those who have gone before us into the grave.
This is a commemoration for EVERYONE we have lost – even
when we are fully aware that their reality is a mixture of sinner
and saint just as ours is. It makes space for the complexity of
grief even as is claims a center in love. The one gift of death is
that it will, eventually, lead to the eternity where love redeems
our complicated, flawed relationships. We will know all those
whom we have lost as saints, even as we ourselves will also be
known. Thanks be to God. ~ Pastor Serena
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A huge thank you to Sue Stirrat for cleaning the
parking lot driveway of weeds and brush. ~ Cindy
The following thank you’s come to you from Sibylle.
To Mary Kasakove for planting the lovely, colorful
cabbages in our flower boxes.
To Mike and George for cutting up and cleaning up
the big tree that fell along Rt 46.
To Pastor Serena and her family for printing and assembling our weekly Sunday bulletins.
To everyone that helps with the weekly services - the
"kitchen chamber singers", the ushers, worship assistants, the praise band musicians, the life-stream volunteers and everyone doing Altar Guild, the sign
ministry and planning of all these things throughout
the year - that includes Ben and Mary - thank you,
thank you, thank you!
To Mike for shoveling and cleaning up hundreds of
Walnuts from the parking lot and also cutting back
the huge shrubbery on Rt 46, so that the sign can be
better seen from the road.
To everyone for helping every month with our Faith
Kitchen brown bag lunches - November will be our
last time - then we will be back cooking there.
Mike and George – you showed up once again for the
manual labor of keeping our church property not only
clean, but also safe. Thank you for your work to cut
up the tree we lost during Ida, and for clearing the
upper parking lot of debris. We are so grateful for
your commitment to the church. ~ Pastor Serena

Pastor:
Serena Rice
Cell: 908-458-3940
Music Director:
Ben Schroeder
benmschroeder@gmail.com
Administrative Assistant:
Christine Strobel
office@abidingpeacechurch.org

If you would like to express a “Thank you” in next
month’s newsletter, please send a brief paragraph
to Christine (chstrobel@optonline.net) by November
16.
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Faith Kitchen Shopping
for November 2
Bagged Lunch
~ 2 Loaves Multi-grain Bread
~ 2 lbs. Salami
Please have items to church no later than October 31.
Please contact me at 973-691-1910 if you can help
assemble the sandwich bags.
With gratitude,
Sibylle Schroeder, Social Ministry

Talking Seeds
Throughout the month of October, our worship included reflections on Planting Seeds in a Weary
World – exploring the way that our ministry as a congregation, even in the midst of numerous challenges,
including pandemic, is planting seeds for life to flourish and grow in new ways. As we move toward winter, we know that the world around us won’t look
much like “growth” but seeds start their work in the
dark and cold. So, on Sunday, Nov. 7, our Forum
Conversation will be exploring 4 questions about the
SEEDs we are trying to plant:
•

Sacred (where are we finding/nurturing time and
opportunities for the sacred?)

•

Experience (how are we experiencing church and
faith in this time of extended pandemic, and what
difference do these experiences make?)

•

Empathy (what is deepening our ability to see
other people’s needs and perspectives? How can
we see beyond our own suffering to that of others? How can we positively impact that?)

•

Demonstrating Commitment (how is our commitment to following Jesus manifesting in our lives?)

November 21

November 7

Ruth 1:1-18
Psalm 24
Revelation 21:1-6a
John 11:32-44

2 Samuel 23:1-7
Psalm 132:1-18
Revelation 1:4b-8
John 18:33-37

November 14

November 28

1 Samuel 1:4-20
1 Samuel 2:1-10
Hebrews 10:11-25
Mark 13:1-8

Jeremiah 33:14-16
Psalm 25:1-10
Thessalonians 3:9-13
Luke 21:25-36

I hope that you will attend this forum and share your
thoughts about how this stewardship theme resonates
for you, and how we can live into this call as a community.

10 Don Larsen
13 Ann Anderson
14 Mike Schroeder
20 Ben Schroeder
21 Vanessa Ponce

Planting Seeds
In a weary world

3 Gene & Mary Kasakove
22 Roy & Carmelina Persson
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Sponsor a New Liturgy

Send your Picture

In last month’s newsletter, I used an incorrect word. I
should have used Sponsor instead of producer (you
don’t have to do any work!). As a reminder, Ben
Schroeder, our Director of Music, has volunteered to
develop a new Abiding Peace Liturgy (this is something he has indicated that he always wanted to do).
And to accomplish this, he will need sponsors to support the effort. He has pledged this monetary support
to benefit the fund raising for our celebration of completing fifty years of ministry.

The 50th Anniversary Committee is putting together
a new Pictorial Membership Directory. The directory
will include both members, family members who
have moved out but want to be included (these would
be included separately from the family), former members who would like to be included, and any friend of
the congregation who attends or participates in
livestream worship.

The 50th Anniversary Committee has prepared the list
of phrases that will make up the Liturgy and assigned
a cost to sponsor each phrase. You can find this list
on-line at
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/
d/15Zmzw4GWF99v7TL54OeWspzmRBMt6MlR
TeizripZdbM/edit?usp=sharing.
This list will also be posted at the church building and
updated weekly. Each segment of the Liturgy has 5
columns:

1. Phrase -words that make the phrase up
2. Cnt – the number of times the phrase is repeated in
the Liturgy segment
3. Donation – the donation requested to sponsor the
phrase
4. Sponsor – the individual / family who is sponsoring
the phrase
5. Donated – indicating the donation has been
received.
This will be a first come, first sponsor situation. In
other words, if more than one wants to sponsor a
phrase, the first one who submits and completes the
sponsorship will have it. To complete sponsorship,
contact Howard Corneilson (hgcorn@optonline.net /
973.584.0307) or Ben Schroeder
(benmschroeder@gmail.com / 862.266.6844) with the
segment and phrase and submit the requested sponsor
amount within seven (7) days. You may also fill in
the posted form at the church building, but please
make sure to notify Howard or Ben as well. Be sure
to indicate on your envelope, check, or Venmo donation that this is for the “Anniversary Liturgy”.
50th Anniversary Committee

Have fun with it! Submit a photo that reflects your
personality or interest (although studio photos are fine as well). Just make sure to send a picture in which
the faces are the most prominent (not distant full
body pictures). Digital pictures (preferred) can be
sent to hgcorn@optonline.net or physical pictures
(along with a method of contacting you) may be sent
to the church at:
Abiding Peace Lutheran Church
305 US Highway 46
Budd Lake, NJ 07828-2804
For both friends of the congregation (including those
who join our livestream) and children of members
who have moved out of their parents’ household, we
would need their names and contact information so
that we would be able to post it.
A display of what will be printed will be sent to you
for your approval prior to publication.
Let’s get this going! I am looking forward to seeing
all your beautiful faces.
50th Anniversary Committee
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Series Begins on Abiding Peace History in Words and Photos
As part of our 50th Anniversary celebration, we begin providing a decade of written history and a few photos
each month or so in the newsletter. Also, a corresponding photo album will be posted on Facebook for each
season of the church year, starting now with Pentecost and going through Easter. Thanks to all who submitted
photos including Judy Jacob and most of all, Doug Laird. It's not too late to add photos from the 1980's and
beyond by emailing them to Ray at okray.mueller@gmail.com.
The album of the 1970's is on the Abiding Peace Facebook Organization Page at https://www.facebook.com/
media/set?vanity=AbidingPeaceChurch&set=a.4673453512705603. Click on the first photo to enlarge and see
them in order, and please add to the comments as you wish. Below is the first part of the 1970's history.
Watch for the rest of the 70's history next month and the 80's photos in Advent.
70’s Part 2: Nomads with a Mission Build a Home
The organizing membership chose the parish name “Abiding Peace” on Easter Sunday, 1971. The second Sunday in May is now celebrated as the birthday of the congregation, and the Second Sunday of Easter is
“Namesake Sunday.” Appropriately, the Gospel reading for the day tells of Jesus’ imperative to the disciples,
“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you… Receive the Holy Spirit” (John 20:21—22).
Rev. James Parks was officially called as the first pastor of Abiding Peace on June 7, 1971 and served until
September 1973. Following a pastoral vacancy, the Reverend G. Richard Linderman was called as the second
pastor of Abiding Peace in July 1974.
Building plans, which came to a halt during the pastoral vacancy, began anew in September 1974. On January
27, 1977 Mt. Olive Township approved the site plan. The blessing of the site and groundbreaking took place
on May 15, 1977. Everyone watched with anticipation as the steeple and its cross were raised in April 1978.
The first liturgy was celebrated in the Parish Life and Ministry Center (PLMC) on Pentecost, just one year after groundbreaking, on May 14, 1978. The PLMC was officially dedicated on June 10, 1978.
That same year a new vision for ministry in Budd Lake began to form – to provide low-income housing for
senior citizens.
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Ballot form used by a member to
vote for our church's name
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How Abiding Peace Lutheran Church
Got its Name!
“Abiding Peace Lutheran Church”! We’ve had that
moniker for over 50 years now. And it sounds pretty
good. It identifies us as a congregation. And it fits!
But how did we even realize that Abiding Peace
should be our name? That’s a good question.
The naming of the congregation was a process that
started prior to the organization of the congregation.
The Organization Planning Committee decided that it
should not be the entity that should name the congregation—that it should be a congregational effort.
Therefore, the Organization Planning Committee requested that anyone interested in joining the congregation to submit a proposed name for the congregation—one of her or his choosing, one that reflected
both the natural surrounding of Budd Lake and the
nature of the congregation, and one that wasn’t the
same or similar to any other church in the regional
area. They wanted it to be unique.
The future members of the congregation were excited
that they had the opportunity to be a part of the naming—and names they did provide. The proposed
names were then listed on a ballot-type sheet for discussion and voting at a meeting of the future congregation. At the meeting, other names were submitted
from the floor. “Abiding Peace” was one of the
names submitted from the floor.
The rationale for the submission of that name by the
person who submitted it was as follows: First, many
of the proposed names had the word “peace” in the
name which implied that the people who submitted
names really wanted that word in the name. Second,
the word “peace” reminded that person of the
“peacefulness of the lake”. And third, the word
“abiding” reminded that person of the feeling of the
closeness of God and Christ as one looked over the
lake. The person stated that this is how we should
look at the congregation—as a group of people from
different backgrounds, ages, and viewpoints brought
together by the abiding peace of God and Christ.
The people present were instructed to circle from two
to three choices and the vote was cast. “Abiding
Peace Lutheran Church” was selected. And that’s
how we got to be Abiding Peace Lutheran Church.

Yard Sale Fun Day
Blessing of the Animals

November, 2021—THE VIEW FROM THE LAKE—8

Pastor Serena’s
November Schedule

Memorial Gifts for
All Saints Sunday

In addition to posted hours in the office, Pastor Serena is also available to the congregation by cell phone
or e-mail during the week: (908) 458-3940; pastorserena@optimum.net. Her day off is Saturday, so
please refrain from sending non-emergency messages
or calls on Saturday.

Every year, our first worship service of November
commemorates All Saints Sunday – the special liturgy of recognizing those whom we have lost and holding onto our faith that they are now welcomed into
the loving arms of God. Along with the special elements included in our worship on this day, we also
have the opportunity to make special monetary gifts
to the church Memorial Fund in memory of loved
ones. This fund is used for permanent additions to the
worship space (including paraments, banners, sound
equipment, etc.) that enriches our worship both for
those gathering in-person and those joining up
online. It is a wonderful way to hold a place in our
shared worship for those who have gone before us.
Please consider contributing this year. Simply add a
note to your check, envelope, or Venmo contribution
indicating that the donation is toward the Memorial
Fund, and whom you are remembering.

Week of November 1—7
• Wednesday, Nov. 3: 10:30 am—8:30 pm
• Sunday, Nov. 7: 9:00 am—1:00 pm
Week of November 8—14
• Wednesday, Nov. 10: 3:30 pm—8:30 pm
(Off-site synod meeting 9:00 am—2:30 pm)
• Sunday, Nov. 14: 9:00 am—1:30 pm
Week of November 15—21
• Wednesday, Nov. 17: 10:30 am—8:30 pm
• Sunday, Nov. 21: 9:00 am—2:00 pm
Week of November 22—28
• Monday, Nov. 22: 10:30 am—9:00 pm
• Sunday, Nov. 28: 9:00 am—1:00 pm
Week of November 29—December 5
• Wednesday, Dec. 1: 10:30 am—8:30 pm
• Thursday, Dec. 2: 9:30 am—11:30 am
(Off-site continuing ed)
• Sunday, Dec. 5: 9:00 am—12:00 pm

PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE
973-691-9393
or have someone call for you, if you are
hospitalized.
Because of the HIPAA privacy laws,
the church is not
notified when you are admitted to a
hospital,

Please clip this article and keep it

NOVEMBER

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO FIND A REPLACEMENT IF YOU CANNOT SERVE.

NOVEMBER ASSISTANT
MINISTER

USHER

SOLOIST

LIVESTREAM

7
In-Person

Demetria
Laird

Ken
Schwier

Lynn
Peterson

Sheeba
David

14
In-Person

Sue
Stirrat

Howard
Corneilson

TBD

Nick
Senior

21
In-Person

Sheeba
David

Mary
Kasakove

TBD

Tyler
Rice

28
In-Person

Sibylle
Schroeder

Doug
Laird

TBD

Ray
Mueller

COUNTER: George Pawlo
ALTAR GUILD: Cindy Pawlo
BREAD BAKING: None

Keep These Friends in Your
Heart & Prayers
Those who are sick or in need: Emily Wager, Bill Phinney, Joshua Olsen, Dawn Larsen, Jon, Cheryl Inglin,
Judy Consentino, Jon & Maria, Mickey Gasparine, Sandy Kahler, Kenneth Johanson, Karen Qualls, Nancy
Ayotte, Elfriede & Dick Kiesling, Sheeba David, Jim Kosiorek, Cora Pawlo, Richard Biunno, Jim Tangen,
Elizabeth & Otto Schroeder, Don Larsen, Joseph Horn, Mike Squillante, the Nersesian family, Ryan
Manhardt, Dan Scouten, Mary Laird, Betty Curlander, Evelyn Woodruff
Those serving overseas: Dana Gallo
Those in mourning: George & Janet Schroeder on the death of Janet’s son Hans, Friends and family of Walter
Pasuco, friends and family of Rudy Oeckinghaus, those mourning David Coyne, the VanHouten family, Millie
Miller on the death of her sister, The Scalora and Crescenzo families on the death of Jeanne’s cousin Sandy,
the Scalora family on the death of Pat’s sister Sally, the family of Gary Siess, the family of Jim Cook, the family of Bryce Rosen

NOVEMBER 2021
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

5:45 pm Children’s
Church
7:30 pm NA Mtg.

ALL SAINTS DAY
10:00 am Webcast
Worship/In-Person
11:15 am SEEDS Discussion

25THSUNDAY/
PENTECOST
10:00 am Webcast
Worship/In-Person
11:15 am Panel from
Trinity Dover on RIC
Process

CHRIST THE KING
10:00 am Webcast
Worship/In-Person
11:15 am Reading the
Whole Gospel of Luke

1ST SUNDAY/
ADVENT
10:00 am Webcast
Worship/In-Person

5:45 pm Children’s
Church
7:30 pm NA Mtg.

5:45 pm Children’s
Church
7:30 pm NA Mtg.

5:45 pm Children’s
Church
7:30 pm NA Mtg.
7:30 pm Thanksgiving
Community Service,
livestreamed on
YouTube: St. Elizabeth Parish

5:45 pm Children’s
Church
7:30 pm NA Mtg.

9:00 am Faith Kitchen
12:30 am Worship &
Music Committee
Meeting

7:30 pm Council
Meeting

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

6:30 pm AA Mtg.
7:30 pm Jehu Session
5: The Lutheran
Church & Luke 10:3037

6:30 pm AA Mtg.
7:30 pm Jehu Session
6: Repentance, Reconciliation, Restoration &
Luke 19:1-10

6:30 pm AA Mtg.
7:30 pm Balcony Conversation

6:30 pm AA Mtg.

6:30 pm NA Organizers Meeting

Happy Thanksgiving!

8:00 pm NA Mtg.

Cancelled Church Family
Breakfast
8:00 pm NA Mtg.

8:00 pm NA Mtg.

8:00 pm NA Mtg.

