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Welcome to Abiding Peace Lutheran Church 
 
 

Abiding Peace Lutheran Church makes Christ known by welcoming all people to a supportive and accepting 
place to grow in faith and community and to serve the Lord as people created by God, saved by Christ and  
nurtured by the Holy Spirit.  

This welcome extends beyond all physical spaces and gatherings to include our trust that God's Spirit gathers 
us in virtual worship, and sends up to share God's message of love and hope even within the restrictions of   
social distancing. 

The ministry of Abiding Peace continues to be supported by the generous support of our community. While   
we worship remotely, please consider contributing to our work through a variety of giving options, including     
donations through Venmo (search for @Abiding-Peace-BuddLake), through on-line bill pay with your bank, or 
by mailing your offering envelope to the church.  
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305-311 Route 46, Budd Lake, New Jersey 07828 

973-691-9393    www.abidingpeacechurch.org 
Serena Rice, Pastor 

Benjamin Schroeder, Music Director 

 
 

Sunday Morning— 10:00 — November 29, 2020 
First Sunday of Advent 

 
Stir up your power, and come! The psalmist’s plea in Psalm 80:2 has become familiar to us in the Advent prayers. Isaiah wants God 
to rip the heavens open. Both cry out for an apparently distant, angry God to show up, to save, to restore. When we hear Jesus de-
scribing the coming of the Son of Man with stars falling from heaven, it can sound dire and horrible, not like anything we would 
ever hope for. But when we really look at the suffering of people God loves, we can share the hope that God would tear open the 
heavens and come.  
 
Prelude:  Prelude on CONDITOR ALME SIDERUM 
                  Plainsong mode IV, arr. Carlton R. Young 
                  

GATHERING 
 

You are encouraged to prepare a small bowl or glass of water so that you may dip your fingers in the water 
and make the sign of the cross as you participate in the prayer of confession. You may also wish to light a  
candle at the beginning of the liturgy, to remind you of Christ's presence gathered with you in your worship.  
 

Welcome 
 

 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

 
 
A  We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent. As 

we light the first candle on this wreath, rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord when 
he comes with all the saints and angels. Enlighten us with your grace, and prepare our hearts to welcome 
him with joy. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day draws near. 

C   Amen 
 

Advent Hymn:  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  (verse 7)                                                   ELW Hymn: 257 
 
 

           O come, O King of nations, come, 
 O Cornerstone that binds in one: 

 refresh the hearts that long for you; 
 restore the broken, make us new.   

 
Refrain 

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
 shall come to you, O Israel. 
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Confession and Forgiveness1 

 

P   Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us beloved. 
C   Amen 

(Silence is kept for reflection) 

 
P   Jesus, who comes as new birth, 
C   you have called us to prepare the way for you, but we have focused on our own comfortable              

traditions. We have memorialized your birth as if it was a past act and not the bold declaration of    
a living God. We have rested in the safe hope of your work, abandoning our call as co-creators of   
the Beloved Community, harming your children with our ill-informed action and comfort-catering             
inaction. All this we humbly confess. Help us remember in this season of anticipation that we               
prepare not only for you, but because of you. Challenge us to examine our intentions, and to hold 
sacred both the act of preparing, and the transforming justice we anticipate from the one who comes 
in love. Amen. 

 
P   Family of God, hear the hope in which we live: in † Jesus Christ, Emmanuel, God is with us. Your sins are 

forgiven and you are free to live in newness of life in service to God’s work in the world. 
C   Amen 
 

Opening Hymn:  Creator of the Stars of Night                                                              ELW Hymn: 245 

Text: Latin hymn, 9th cent.; tr. Hymnal 1940, alt. Music: plainsong mode IV Text © 1940 Church Pension fund, admin. Church Publishing, Inc. All 
worship hymns are reprinted under One License.net #A-700457 and CCLI #2840035 

_________________ 
1Adapted from Confession by Seminarian Kayla Sadowy and The Rev. Carla Christopher Wilson 



5 

P   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C   And also with you. 

 
Kyrie 
 
Assistant:  In peace, in peace 

Assistant: For the Reign of God, and for peace throughout the world, for the unity of all . . . (to Refrain) 
 
Assistant: For your people here, who have come to give you praise, for the strength to live your Word . . . (to 
Refrain) 

P    The Lord be with you. 
C    And also with you. 
 
P    Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.   
C   By your merciful protection awaken us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless 

until the coming of your new day, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen.   
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WORD 
 
Isaiah 64:1-9 
 
This lament comes from a people who have had their hopes shattered. The visions of a rebuilt Jerusalem and a renewed people of 
God, spoken of in Isaiah 40–55, have not been realized. Instead, the people experience ruin, conflict, and famine. This lament calls 
God to account—to be the God who has brought deliverance in the past.  

 
O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would quake at your pres-
ence—as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil—to make your name known to your 
adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at your presence! When you did awesome deeds that we did not 
expect, you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. From ages past no one has heard, no ear has 
perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who works for those who wait for him. You meet those who 
gladly do right, those who remember you in your ways. But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid 
yourself we transgressed. We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a 
filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. There is no one who calls 
on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us, and have delivered us 
into the hand of our iniquity. Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are 
all the work of your hand. Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, and do not remember iniquity forever. Now 
consider, we are all your people. 
  
A   The Word of the Lord. 
C   Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 (chanted in unison) 

 
 
 
 
 

1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph | like a flock; 
  shine forth, you that are enthroned up- | on the cherubim. 
2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, | and Manasseh, 
  stir up your strength and | come to help us. 
3Restore | us, O God; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
4O Lord | God of hosts, 
  how long will your anger fume when your | people pray?  
5You have fed them with the | bread of tears; 
  you have given them bowls of | tears to drink. 
6You have made us the derision | of our neighbors, 
  and our enemies laugh | us to scorn. 
7Restore us, O | God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
17Let your hand be upon the one at | your right hand, 
  the one you have made so strong | for yourself.  
18And so will we never turn a- | way from you; 
  give us life, that we may call up- | on your name. 
19Restore us, O Lord | God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved.  
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1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
 
As the Christians in Corinth await the advent of Jesus, Paul reminds them how the Lord has already enriched them through spiritual 
gifts and will continue to strengthen them until the coming day of the Lord.  
 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Je-
sus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind—just as the testi-
mony of Christ has been strengthened among you—so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait 
for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless 
on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Je-
sus Christ our Lord.  
 
A   The Word of the Lord. 
C   Thanks be to God. 

P   The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the 13th chapter. 
C   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Mark 13:24-37 
 
Jesus encourages his followers to look forward to the day when he returns in power and glory to end all suffering.  
 

Jesus said: “In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, 
and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the 
Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather his 
elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
 
“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know 
that summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very 
gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
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“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 
Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he 
leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the 
watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, 
or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what 
I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.”  
 
P   The Gospel of the Lord. 
C   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon  
 

(Time for reflection) 

 
Hymn of the Day: Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn                                             ELW Hymn: 242 

 
Text and music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 Text and music © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. All worship hymns are reprinted under One License.net #A-
700457 and CCLI #2840035 

 

continued 
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The Apostles’ Creed 
 
C   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
      I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 
the dead. On the third day, he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.   

 
      I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the Church 
 
A   God of power and might, tear open the heavens and come quickly to this weary world. Hear our prayers for 

everyone in need.  
 

(A brief silence) 
 

A   We pray for the ministry we share in Christ’s name. Open our hearts to your call for justice, peace, and 
healing. Attune us to the needs of the world as you draw near. Hear us, O God.  

C   Your mercy is great. 
 
A   We pray for this planet in need of restoration: for devastated habitats, polluted waters, thawing ice, blazing 

fires, swelling floods, and long-lasting droughts. Renew the face of the earth and our relationship to it. 
      Hear us, O God.  
C   Your mercy is great. 
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A   We pray for all people who care for others in our community and around the world, especially medical 
staff and nursing home workers faced with the dangers and challenges of COVID. Fill them with             
compassion, and hope. And for all who give of themselves to help people on the margins, fill them           
with strength and justice for those who are oppressed, with welcome for those who are excluded,                         
and with relief for those who suffer. Hear us, O God.  

C   Your mercy is great. 
 
A   We pray for people who are in crisis as the seasons change: for those without homes facing severe weather, 

for those who are unemployed or underemployed, for those in poverty or facing food insecurity, and for 
those whose addictions are triggered by holidays or loneliness. Relieve their burdens, sustain their bodies, 
and ease their minds. Hear us, O God. 

C   Your mercy is great. 
 
A   We pray for the people in our families and congregation who live with depression, anxiety, chronic pain, 

addiction, and other invisible illnesses. Ease their suffering and support them when they struggle. We pray 
for those who are mourning and for all on our prayer list, including Margret, Amy, Nalina, Lauren, Jackie, 
Aimee, Lindsey, Lora, Eric, Skip, Peter, Sharon, Juli, and Judy. Hold them in your care. (Pause for a           
moment.) We pray for all in harm’s way, including essential workers, our armed forces, and all serving 
overseas. Hear us, O God.  

C   Your mercy is great. 

 
A   We give thanks for the lives and witness of those who died while waiting for justice, peace, or healing, 

those whose names we know and those whose names are known only to you. Sustain all who still yearn  
for the completion of your redeeming work. Hear us, O God.  

C   Your mercy is great. 
 
A   Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
C   Amen 
 

THANKSGIVING 
 
Sharing of the Peace    
                   
P   The peace of the Lord be with you always.         
C   And also with you. 
 
Let us greet each other with the peace of Christ by typing in the comments, because God can speak through 
many means of communication. 
 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion2 

 
P   God in whom we place our hope,     
C   we long for a taste of life with you. While we cannot receive the bread and wine of the sacrament, we 

trust that you are with us still, calling us into a future in which the mighty have been cast down from 
their thrones and the lowly have been lifted up, a future you ask us to co-create with you here and 
now. Send us forth into the world to do as Christ taught us, revealing your love through our words 
and deeds, showing others the greatness of your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen.  

 
 
 
 
__________________ 
2Adapted from Post-Communion Prayer by Rev. Elizabeth Rawlings 
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Thanksgiving for the Word 
 
P   God of wisdom, throughout human history and today among us here, you call us to walk the paths of justice 

and peace. We praise you, O God of truth, for your precious words. Teach us to shelter under their richness 
as under the tree of life. May we be guided to live in gratitude and faithfulness, through Jesus Christ, your 
Word and our Wisdom, now and forever. 

C   Amen 

 
P   Jesus, give us faith to pray. 
 
C   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
SENDING 

 
Benediction3 

 
P    May you find time for rest this season; may you create space to prepare; may the Lord our God fill you 

with hope; may Jesus Christ be ever present in your heart; and may the Holy Spirit illuminate your way. 
C   Amen 
 

Announcements 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________ 
3by Rev.  Elizabeth Rawlings 
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Closing Hymn:  Come Now, O Prince of Peace                                                                 ELW Hymn: 247 

 
 
Text and music: Geonyong Lee, b. 1947; tr. Marion Pope Text and music © Geonyong Lee All worship hymns are reprinted under One License.net 
#A-700457 and CCLI #2840035 

 
P   Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 
C   Thanks be to God.   
 
Postlude: Solfeggietto 
                   by Carl Philipp Emanuel Bach 
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Next Week’s Lessons:   
Isaiah 40:1-11  
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13  
2 Peter 3:8-15a  
Mark 1:1-8  
 
Office Hours:  
The church office does not have regular open 
hours at this point. Please see below for details. 

 
 
Keep These Friends in Your Prayers: Those who are sick or in need: Sharon Puglia, Juli Pullara, Judy Wayman, Tamsin 
Skeels, Don Larsen, Sandy Olson, Col. Phillip E. Miller, Pat Linn, Eleonor Braun, David Coyne, Megan McGuire, Gillian George, 
Eastlyn Rodriguez, Richard Biunno, Gertrude Price, Isabella Adams, Laura Dennis, Michael, Rachel and Cora Pawlo, Gayle 
Pinkham, Sophia Hawthorne, Kacie Schmidt, Gregg Clark, Susan Jacob, Lynn Peterson’s family and friends, Alexandra Heinz, 
Chris Mastakas, Pat & Jeanne Scalora, Robert Buckley, The Canon family, Howard Gentler, Cindy Behler, Elisabeth and Otto 
Schroeder, Jim Tangen, Amelia Krusch, James Ehrke, Jennifer Van Doran, John Brun, Michelle Kamin, Roslyn & Kerry Winfield, 
Chris Killian. Margret Zwicker, Amy Orama, Nalina (Sheeba’s mom), Lauren Francis, Jackie King, Aimee (Heather’s sister),    
Lindsey Caruso, Lora Gordan, Eric (Hildegard’s grandson), Skip Kaub, Peter Block, Alex Herd 
 
Those who are expecting: Alyssa Jurtschenko 
 
Those in mourning: Those mourning Henry Hill, The Bowden and Schroeder families on the death of Evelyn Bowden, The Jaeger 
family, those mourning John Bohmke, The Schwier family on the death of Elsa Platt, Marja-Liisa Apgar, the Linderman family, the 
Ashu family, The Kildea family, those mourning Herman Cain, The Woodard family, those mourning John Lewis, the families of 
Nilsen and Degraw/Wilman, the family and friends of Donna Woody, those mourning the death of Michael Krush, the McCabe  
family, Linda Tubelis (on the death of her husband, Oto), Those mourning the death of Christy Kakassy, those mourning the death of 
Michael Tisler 
 
Announcements:  

~ Church office hours: During the Pandemic, the church is not maintaining regular staff time in the office. Pastor Serena is availa-
ble for pastoral care by phone, zoom or other means. If you have a pastoral need at any time, please reach out to her by e-mail, 
phone, or text. Food pantry donations and collections are being coordinated by Sibylle Schroeder. Other lay leaders are in the of-
fice at times during the week, helping with bulletins, altar guild, and other tasks. If you have a need to access the church building, 
please contact Pastor Serena.  

 
~ Food Pantry Needs for December:  Parmalat Milk, Bread, Peanut Butter, Jelly, Vegetables, Soup, Spaghetti Sauce 
 
~ Want to help your neighbors in practical ways? If you are able to do shopping/pharmacy runs for sequestered members of the 

church or Mt. Olive Manor, contact the church office. We can let you know when someone needs assistance.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

╬ Serving in Worship 

 Today (11/29) Next Week (12/6) 

Altar Guild Sandy Carlson Mary Kasakove 

Advent Candle Lighter Sue Stirrat TBD 

Reader Sue Stirrat Demetria Laird 

Assistant Minister Karen Coates Mary Kasakove 

Livestream Assistant Tyler Rice Tyler Rice 
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From Sunday’s and Seasons, copyright  © 2021 Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgy reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress under Lic. #14239-LIT 

All worship hymns are reprinted under One License.net #A-700457 
and CCLI #2840035  

This Week at Abiding Peace 
 
Sunday, 11/29  • 1ST SUNDAY/ADVENT 
   • Webcast Worship, 10:00 am 
   • Advent Craft Zoom!, 11:15 am 
   • Confirmation Zoom, 2:00 pm  
       
Monday, 11/30  • Worship & Music Committee Meeting, 12:30 pm 
   • “Sunday” School Zoom, 5:45 pm  
 
Tuesday, 12/1  • Faith Kitchen, 9:00 am 
 
Wednesday, 12/2 • AA Meeting, 6:30 pm 
   • Virtual Soup Supper, 7:30 pm 
   • Mid-week Advent Service, 7:45pm 
 
Thursday, 12/3  • Bible Study with Redeemer (fellowship time at 11:30 am), 12:00 pm 
       
Friday, 12/4  • NA Meeting, Cancelled 
   • LFI Guiding Team, 7:15 pm 
             
Saturday, 12/5  • NA Meeting, 8:00 pm 
 
 

Next Week at Abiding Peace 
 
Sunday, 12/6  • 2ND SUNDAY/ADVENT 
   • Webcast Worship, 10:00 am  
       
Monday, 12/7  • “Sunday” School Zoom, 5:45 pm 
 
Wednesday, 12/9 • AA Meeting, 6:30 pm 
   • Virtual Soup Supper, 7:30 pm 
   • Mid-week Advent Service, 7:45pm 
 
Thursday, 12/10 • Bible Study with Redeemer (fellowship time at 11:30 am), 12:00 pm 
 
Friday, 12/11  • NA Meeting, Cancelled 
       
Saturday, 12/12  • NA Meeting, 8:00 pm 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For all live-stream services, click link below 
https://www.facebook.com/AbidingPeaceChurch/live  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
 
~ Each Sunday in Advent we need a family/household/individual to record the lighting of the      
   advent candles in their home. Contact Pastor Serena if you are interested. 
 
~ For our Lessons and Carols service this year, we are asking readers to record the readings in  
   front of their own Christmas tree/nativity scene/Christmas decorations. Contact Pastor Serena if  
   you are interested. 
 
~ Congregational Meeting via Zoom: January 24, time TBD 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/AbidingPeaceChurch/videos/?ref=page_internal

