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Welcome to Abiding Peace Lutheran Church 
 
 

Abiding Peace Lutheran Church makes Christ known by welcoming all people to a supportive and accepting 
place to grow in faith and community and to serve the Lord as people created by God, saved by Christ and  
nurtured by the Holy Spirit.  

This welcome extends beyond all physical spaces and gatherings to include our trust that God's Spirit gathers 
us in virtual worship, and sends us to share God's message of love and hope even within the restrictions of   
social distancing. 

The ministry of Abiding Peace continues to be supported by the generous donations of our community. While   
we worship remotely, please consider contributing to our work through a variety of giving options, including     
donations through Venmo (search for @Abiding-Peace-BuddLake), through on-line bill pay with your bank,  
or by mailing your offering envelope to the church.  
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305-311 Route 46, Budd Lake, New Jersey 07828 

973-691-9393    www.abidingpeacechurch.org 
Serena Rice, Pastor 

Benjamin Schroeder, Music Director 

 
 

Sunday Morning— 10:00— May 2, 2021 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the image of the vine. If Christ is the vine 
and we are the branches, then we are alive in each other, in the mystery of mutual abiding described in the 
gospel and the first letter of John. Baptism is the open invitation that makes us a part of Christ’s living and life
-giving self and makes us alive with Christ’s life. As the vine brings food to the branches, Christ feeds us at his 
table. We are sent out to bear fruit for the life of the world.  
 
Prelude: Arioso (from Klavier Concerto in F Minor) 
                 by Johann Sebastian Bach, arr. S. Drummond Wolff 
 

GATHERING 
 

 

Welcome 
 
You are encouraged to prepare a small bowl or glass of water so that you may dip your fingers in the water 
and make the sign of the cross as you hear the absolution. Please also prepare a piece of bread and a cup of a 
festive drink for the celebration of communion later in the service. You may also wish to light a candle at the 
beginning of the liturgy, to remind you of Christ's presence gathered with you in your worship.  

 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
 

P   Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C   Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
P   Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.  
 
     We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us from death to life, from 

tears to joy. 
 
      We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, like rains to 

our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 
 
      Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. Send 

us companions on our journey as we share your life. 
 
      Make us one, risen Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. To you be given all praise, with the   

Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever. 
C   Amen 
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Opening Hymn:  We Know That Christ is Raised                                                              ELW Hymn: 449 

 
 
Text: John B. Geyer, b. 1932 Music: Charles V. Stanford, 1852-1924 Text © John B. Geyer All worship hymns are reprinted under One License.net 
#A-700457 and CCLI #2840035 
 

P   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C   And also with you. 
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Kyrie 
 
Assistant:  In peace, in peace, 
 

 
 
Assistant: For the Reign of God, and for peace throughout the world, for the unity of all . . . (to Refrain) 
 
Assistant: For your people here, who have come to give you praise, for the strength to live your Word . . .  
(to Refrain) 
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Hymn of Praise 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

continued 
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P    The Lord be with you. 
C    And also with you. 
 
P    Let us pray. O God, 
C    you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish our life in his                       

resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 

WORD 
 
Acts 8:26-40 
 
Led by the Spirit, Philip encounters an Ethiopian official who is returning to his African home after having been to Jerusalem to 
worship. Philip uses their encounter to proclaim the gospel to him. Upon coming to faith in Jesus, he is baptized by Philip.  
 

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down from Jerusa-
lem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court 
official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to 
worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said 
to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. 
He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” 
And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was 
this: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his 
mouth. In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away 
from the earth.” 
 
The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about 
someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good 
news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, 
here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of 
them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of 
the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way re-
joicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good 
news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.  
 
A   The Word of the Lord. 
C   Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 22:25-31 (chanted in unison) 
 
 
 
 

25From you comes my praise in the | great assembly; 
  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who | fear the Lord. 
26The poor shall eat | and be satisfied, 
  Let those who seek the Lord give praise! May your hearts | live forever! 
27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn | to the Lord; 
  all the families of nations shall bow | before God. 
28For dominion belongs | to the Lord, 
  who rules o- | ver the nations.  
29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow | down in worship; 
  all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel be- | fore the Lord. 
 



9 

30Their descendants shall | serve the Lord, 
  whom they shall proclaim to genera- | tions to come. 
31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people | yet unborn, 
  saying to them, “The | Lord has acted!”   
 
1 John 4:7-21 
 
We love God and others because God first loved us. We cannot say we love God, whom we have not seen, while hating fellow Chris-
tians, whom we regularly see. Love toward God is to be matched by love toward others because the essence of God is love.  
 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows 
God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. God’s love was revealed among us in this 
way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved 
God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us 
so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in 
us, and his love is perfected in us. 
 
By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen 
and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. God abides in those who confess that 
Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. 
 
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love has been perfected 
among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this 
world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever 
fears has not reached perfection in love. We love because he first loved us. Those who say, “I love God,” and 
hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, can-
not love God whom they have not seen. The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God 
must love their brothers and sisters also.  
 
A   The Word of the Lord. 
C   Thanks be to God. 
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 P   The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 15th chapter. 
C   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
John 15:1-8 
 
On the night of his arrest, Jesus taught his disciples about the relationship they would have with him. Those who abide in his word 
and love bear fruit, for apart from him, they can do nothing.  
 

Jesus said: “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every branch in me that bears no 
fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the 
word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself un-
less it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those 
who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not 
abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 
burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for 
you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” 
 
P   The Gospel of the Lord. 
C   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon 
 

(Time for reflection) 
 

Hymn of the Day:  Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song                                                  ELW Hymn: 403 

 
 
Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944 Music: Peter Cutts, b. 1937 Text © 1982 Hope Publishing Company Music © 1969 Hope Publishing Company All 
worship hymns are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-700457 and CCLI #2840035 
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The Nicene Creed 
 
C   We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is seen and 

unseen. 
 
      We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 

from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not  made, of one Being with the  
Father; through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the       
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have       
no end. 

 

     We  believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the for-
giveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
The Prayers of the Church 
 
A   Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who promises to 

hear us and answer in steadfast love.  
(A brief silence) 

 
A   God of all fruitfulness, you abide in your church and your church abides in you. Nourish us by your word 

and give yourself to the whole church on earth so that it bears fruit and witnesses to your love. Hear us, O 
God.  

C   Your mercy is great. 
 
A   You have created the heavens and the earth. As we wonder at the beauty of creation, may we give thanks 

for its diversity and seek vital connections among all that depend on the earth for life. Hear us, O God.  
C   Your mercy is great. 

 
A   You rule the nations with justice and love. Give the leaders of local, regional, and national governments 

assurance of your abiding presence and reverence for your authority, so that they lead not by fear or       
coercive power, but with love for all those they are called to serve.  Hear us, O God.  

C   Your mercy is great. 
 
A   You have loved us so that we can love others. We pray for all in need of your love: those who are poor, 

lowly, outcast, excluded, weak, or fearful. Provide for the needs of all. We pray for those who are             
mourning and for all on our prayer list, including Michelle, Roslyn and Kerry, Chris, Margret, Amy,      
Nalina, Lauren, Jackie, Aimee, Lindsey, Lora, Eric, Skip, Peter, and Judy. Hold them in your care.            
(Pause for a moment.) We pray for all in harm’s way, including essential workers, our armed forces,       
and all serving overseas. Hear us, O God.  

C   Your mercy is great. 
 
A   You gather us with all the saints by the power of your Spirit, including the first witnesses that took your 

message to new lands. With them, may we recognize no boundaries to the good news of your grace. Hear 
us, O God.  

C   Your mercy is great. 
 
A   In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness and 

mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
C   Amen 
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MEAL 
 
Sharing of the Peace    
                   
P   The peace of the Lord be with you always.         
C   And also with you. 
 
Let us greet each other with the peace of Christ by typing in the comments, because God can speak through 
many means of communication. 

 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 
P   The Lord be with you. 
C   And also with you. 
P   Lift up your hearts. 
C   We lift them to the Lord. 
P   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
P   In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it t 
     his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
     Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: “This cup is the new       
     covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the  
     remembrance of me.” 
 
P   Jesus, give us faith to pray, 
 
C   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
P   The risen Christ invites us to this meal. 
C   We rejoice to eat and be satisfied. 
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Lamb of God 

 

 
P   The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C   Amen 

 

you    broke   the    bonds  of       sin     and              of 

death: 
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 continued 
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Prayer after Communion 
 
P   Wellspring of joy,  
C   through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger still around us, 
      and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, through     

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

SENDING 
 

Benediction 
 
P   May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. The God of 

life, Creator, † Redeemer, and Sustainer of our faith, bless you now and forever. 
C   Amen 
 
Announcements 
 
Closing Hymn: Shout to the Lord                                                                                       ELW Hymn: 821 

 
 
 
 
 
Text and music: Darlene Zschech, b. 1965 Text and music © 1993 Darlene Zschech/Hillsong Publishing, admin. In U.S. and Canada by Integrity’s 
Hosanna! Music All worship hymns are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-700457 and CCLI #2840035 

 
 

continued 
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A   Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C   Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
A   Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
C   Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

Postlude: Let the Word Go Forth 
                  by Lani Smith 
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Next Week’s Lessons:   
Acts 8:26-40  
Psalm 22:25-31  
1 John 4:7-21  
John 15:1-8  
 
 
Office Hours:  
The church office does not have regular open 
hours at this point. Please see below for details. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Keep These Friends in Your Prayers: Those who are sick or in need: Judy Wayman, Tamsin Skeels, Don Larsen, Sandy    
Olson, Col. Phillip E. Miller, Pat Linn, Eleonor Braun, Megan McGuire, Gillian George, Eastlyn Rodriguez, Richard Biunno,            
Gertrude Price, Isabella Adams, Laura Dennis, Michael, Rachel and Cora Pawlo, Gayle Pinkham, Sophia Hawthorne, Kacie 
Schmidt, Gregg Clark, Susan Jacob, Lynn Peterson’s family and friends, Alexandra Heinz, Chris Mastakas, Pat & Jeanne Scalora, 
Robert Buckley, The Canon family, Howard Gentler, Cindy Behler, Elisabeth and Otto Schroeder, Jim Tangen, Amelia Krusch, 
James Ehrke, Jennifer Van Doran, John Brun, Michelle Kamin, Roslyn & Kerry Winfield, Chris Killian, Margret Zwicker, Amy 
Orama, Nalina (Sheeba’s mom), Lauren Francis, Jackie King, Aimee (Heather’s sister), Lindsey Caruso, Lora Gordan, Eric 
(Hildegard’s grandson), Skip Kaub, Peter Block, Alex Herd, Michael Lynch, Melanie Smith, Emily Wager, Bill Phinney, Joshua 
Olsen, Dawn Larsen, Jon, Cheryl Inglin, Sandy Siewert, Bill Crescenzo, Judy Consentino   
 
Those who are expecting: Alyssa Jurtschenko, Rachel Pawlo 
 
Those in mourning: Those mourning Henry Hill, The Bowden and Schroeder families on the death of Evelyn Bowden, The Jaeger 
family, The Schwier family on the death of Elsa Platt, Marja-Liisa Apgar, the Linderman family, the Ashu family, The Kildea fami-
ly, The Woodard family, those mourning John Lewis, the families of Nilsen and Degraw/Wilman, those mourning the death of Mi-
chael Krush, the McCabe family, Linda Tubelis (on the death of her husband, Oto), Those mourning the death of Christy Kakassy, 
those mourning the death of Michael Tisler, those morning the death of Heath Morgan, George & Janet Schroeder on the death of 
Janet’s son Hans, Friends and family of Walter Pasuco, friends and family of Rudy Oeckinghaus, those mourning David Coyne, the 
VanHouten family, the Alstede family, Millie Miller on the death of her sister 
 
Announcements:  

~ Church office hours: During the Pandemic, the church is not maintaining regular staff time in the office. Pastor Serena is availa-
ble for pastoral care by phone, zoom or other means. If you have a pastoral need at any time, please reach out to her by e-mail, 
phone, or text. Food pantry donations and collections are being coordinated by Sibylle Schroeder. Other lay leaders are in the of-
fice at times during the week, helping with bulletins, altar guild, and other tasks. If you have a need to access the church building, 
please contact Pastor Serena.  

 
~ Food Pantry Needs for April:  Hot Dogs, Hot Dog Buns, Canned Fruit, Juice, Frozen Meatballs, Bread 
 
~ Want to help your neighbors in practical ways? If you are able to do shopping/pharmacy runs for sequestered members of the 

church or Mt. Olive Manor, contact the church office. We can let you know when someone needs assistance.  
 
~ Altar Flowers: Please consider signing up for altar flower donations. Price: $17.50. If interested send an email to Christine 

Strobel with your dedication and date you want the flowers on the Altar and send your check to the church.                                         
 
 
 

 

╬ Serving in Worship 

 Today (5/2) Next Week (5/9) 

Altar Guild Demetria Laird Demetria Laird 

Reader Sheeba David Sue Stirrat 

Assistant Minister Heather Nilsen Howard Corneilson 

Liturgical Cantor Maria Kearney 
Howard Corneilson 
Christina Belfiore 
Mary Kasakove 
Shelli Skeels 
Paulette Asong 

Maria Kearney 
Howard Corneilson 
Christina Belfiore 
Mary Kasakove 
Shelli Skeels 
Paulette Asong 

Psalm Cantor Benjamin Schroeder Benjamin Schroeder 

Livestream Assistant Tyler Rice Tyler Rice 
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From Sunday’s and Seasons, copyright  © 2021 Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgy reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress under Lic. #14239-LIT 

All worship hymns are reprinted under One License.net #A-700457 
and CCLI #2840035  

This Week at Abiding Peace 
 
Sunday, 5/2  • 5TH SUNDAY/EASTER 
   • Webcast Worship, 10:00 am  
   • Forum Conversation: The Reconciling in Christ Process, 11:15 am 
    
Monday, 5/3  • Children’s Church Zoom, 5:45 pm 
       
Tuesday, 5/4  • Faith Kitchen, 9:00 am 
        
Wednesday, 5/5  • AA Meeting, 6:30 pm 
       
Thursday, 5/6  • Bible Study with Redeemer (fellowship time at 11:30 am), 12:00 pm 
   • Anniversary Committee Meeting, 7:30 pm 
    
Friday, 5/7  • NA Meeting, Cancelled 
   • Pre-Assembly Workshops, 2:00-4:45pm 
   • Synod Assembly via zoom, 6:45pm-9:00pm (live stream available   
    at: www.youtube.com/njsynodelca) 
       
Saturday, 5/8  • Synod Assembly via zoom, 9:00am - 3:30pm (live stream available   
    at: www.youtube.com/njsynodelca) 
   • NA Meeting, 8:00 pm 
 
 
 
 

Next Week at Abiding Peace 
 
Sunday, 5/9  • 6TH SUNDAY/EASTER 
   • Webcast Worship (with the possibility of in-person outdoor worship), 10:00 am  
   • Happy Mother’s Day 
       
Monday, 5/10  • Children’s Church Zoom, 5:45 pm  
    
Wednesday, 5/12 • AA Meeting, 6:30 pm 
   • Bible Study: What books got left out of the Bible (and why), 7:30 pm 
    
Thursday, 5/13  • Bible Study with Redeemer (fellowship time at 11:30 am), 12:00 pm 
          
Friday, 5/14  • NA Meeting, Cancelled 
    
Saturday, 5/15  • NA Meeting, 8:00 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For all live-stream services, click link below 
https://www.facebook.com/AbidingPeaceChurch/live  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
 
~ May 16: 50th Anniversary Celebration Worship, 10:00am 
~ May 16: Memorial Service for Evelyn Bowden, 2:00 pm 

http://www.youtube.com/njsynodelca
http://www.youtube.com/njsynodelca
https://www.facebook.com/pg/AbidingPeaceChurch/videos/?ref=page_internal

