305-311 Route 46, Budd Lake, New Jersey 07828
973-691-9393 www.abidingpeacechurch.org
Serena Rice, Pastor
Benjamin Schroeder, Music Director

Sunday Morning — 10:00 — January 9, 2022
Baptism of Our Lord

Welcome to Abiding Peace Lutheran Church
Abiding Peace Lutheran Church makes Christ known by welcoming all people to a supportive and accepting
place to grow in faith and community, and to serve the Lord as people created by God, saved by Christ, and
nurtured by the Holy Spirit.
This welcome extends beyond all physical spaces and gatherings to include our trust that God's Spirit gathers
us in virtual worship, and sends us to share God's message of love and hope even within the restrictions of
social distancing.
The ministry of Abiding Peace continues to be supported by the generous donations of our community. While
we worship remotely, please consider contributing to our work through a variety of giving options, including
donations through Venmo (search for @Abiding-Peace-BuddLake), through on-line bill pay with your bank,
or by mailing your offering envelope to the church.
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Benjamin Schroeder, Music Director

Sunday Morning — 10:00 — January 9, 2022
Baptism of Our Lord
Today’s festival rejoices in God’s blessings. We recall and celebrate our adoption as God’s children, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and
the promised company of almighty God when we “pass through the waters . . . the rivers . . . fire.” On this day the heavens open
again for this assembly, and we receive the gift of God’s Beloved, Jesus, in bread and wine.

Prelude: Festival Prelude on GREENLAND
attr. Michael Haydn, arr. Ross Anderson

GATHERING
You are encouraged to prepare a small bowl or glass of water so that you may dip your fingers in the water
and make the sign of the cross at the conclusion of the call to worship. Please also prepare a piece of bread
and a cup of a festive drink for the celebration of communion later in the service. You may also wish to light a
candle at the beginning of the liturgy, to remind you of Christ's presence gathered with you in your worship.

Welcome
Please stand, if you are able

Confession and Forgiveness
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls us by name.
C Amen
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P Most merciful God,
C we confess that we have sinned against you and your beloved children. We have turned our faces
away from your glory when it did not appear as we expected. We have rejected your word when it
made us confront ourselves. We have failed to show hospitality to those you called us to welcome.
Accept our repentance for the things we have done and the things we have left undone. For the sake
of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe in the glory of your
Son born among us, and reflect your love for all creation. Amen.
P Rejoice in this good news: In † Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. You are descendants of the Most High,
adopted into the household of Christ, and inheritors of eternal life. Live as freed and forgiven children of
God.
C Amen
Please be seated

Children’s Time
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Gathering Hymn: This is the Spirit’s Entry Now

LBW Hymn:195

Text: Thomas E. Herbranson, b. 1933, alt. Music: Leo Sowerby, 1895-1968 Text © 1978 Thomas E. Herbranson Music: Book of Hymns, © Abingdon Press All worship hymns are reprinted under One License.net #A-700457 and CCLI #2840035

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Almighty God,
C you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and revealed him as your beloved Son. Keep
all who are born of water and the Spirit faithful in your service, that we may rejoice to be called
children of God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD
Isaiah 43:1-7
Near the end of Israel’s exile in Babylon, God promises to bring the people home. They need no longer be afraid, because the one
who formed, created, and called them by name now redeems them from all their enemies. God declares them precious and honored,
and God loves them.

But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: Do not fear, for I have
redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and
the flame shall not consume you. For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I give
Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. Because you are precious in my sight, and honored, and I love you, I give people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life. Do not fear, for I am
with you; I will bring your offspring from the east, and from the west I will gather you; I will say to the north,
“Give them up,” and to the south, “Do not withhold; bring my sons from far away and my daughters from the
end of the earth—everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and
made.”
A The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Please stand, if you are able

Soloist

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 3rd chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
The reading opens with questions about the identity of the Messiah. John the Baptist insists that he is not the Messiah; instead he
points ahead to one who is coming. And whether the voice of God was heard by all or only by Jesus, God settles the matter: Jesus is
God’s beloved Son.

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether
he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more
powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the heaven
was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from
heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
P The Gospel of the Lord
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated

Sermon
(Time for reflection)
Please stand, if you are able
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Hymn of the Day: To Jordan Came the Christ, Our Lord (vs. 1-4)

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546, Music: J. Walther, Geistliche Gesangbüchlein, 1524, arr. Benjamin Schroeder All worship hymns are reprinted
under One License.net #A-700457 and CCLI #2840035
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The Nicene Creed
C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is seen and
unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the
Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no
end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

The Prayers of Intercession
A The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for the church, the
world, and all that God has made.
A brief silence
A You welcome each of your saints into eternity, even as you welcomed them in the waters of baptism. We
give thanks for those you have called by name into your eternal embrace. Comfort us in grief and release
us from fear. God of grace,
C hear our prayer.
A By the Holy Spirit, you gather your church and send it out in mission to share the good news of Jesus.
Inspire your faithful people to be fervent in prayer and service, so that all people will know they are
precious in God’s sight. God of grace,
C hear our prayer.
A You reveal your love and power through water and the Spirit. Guard rivers, seas, and all bodies of water
from destruction and pollution. Secure access to clean water for all, and protect the land from drought and
flood. God of grace,
C receive our prayer.
A You are the Prince of Peace. Establish among the nations the blessings of peace. Raise up leaders who will
protect vulnerable people in their care. Strengthen advocates who risk reputation or retaliation for the sake
of mercy and justice. God of grace,
C hear our prayer.
A You protect us through the fires and troubled waters of this life. Assure us that we will not be cut off from
you by illness or despair, anxiety or pain, confusion or weakness. Comfort all who are in need. We pray
for those who are mourning and for all on our prayer list, including Jon & Maria, Sandy, Kenneth, Karen,
Nancy, and Elfriede & Dick. Hold them in your care. (Pause for a moment.) We pray for all in harm’s way,
including essential workers, our armed forces, and all serving overseas. God of grace,
C hear our prayer.
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A We are joined in baptism to Christ and to one another. Bless all the baptized and those who are preparing
for baptism. Help us to be faithful in fellowship, worship, evangelism, service, and justice-seeking. God of
grace,
C hear our prayer.
A Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our prayers to you in
confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
C Amen

MEAL
Sharing of the Peace
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.
Let us greet one another by turning at our seats and greeting the people gathered around with a wave, a bow,
or other sign of peace.
Please be seated

The Offering
Now we join Christians all over the world in worshipping God through the giving of our financial resources, in recognition and
thanksgiving that all we have comes from God.

P Let us with gladness present the offerings of our life and labor to the Lord.

Offertory: Meditation on CHRIST, UNSER HERR

J. Walther, Geistliche Gesangbüchlein, 1524; arr. Jan Bender

continued
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A Blessed are you, O God,
C Sovereign of the universe. You offer us new beginnings and guide us on our journey. Lead us to your
table, nourish us with this heavenly food, and prepare us to carry your love to a hungry world, in the
name of Christ our light. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving
P
C
P
C
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to
his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: “This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”
P Jesus, give us faith to pray,
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
P Come to God’s table, where God has made a place for you.
C We rejoice that there is always enough for all.
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Communion Hymn: I Bind unto Myself Today

ELW Hymn: 450

continued
Text: attr. Patrick, 372-466; para. Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-1895 Music: St. Patrick’s Breastplate, sts. 1-3, 5; Irish melody. Deirdre, st. 4:
Irish melody All worship hymns are reprinted under One License.net #A-700457 and CCLI #2840035
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Please stand, if you are able

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen

Prayer after Communion
A We give you thanks, gracious God,
C for we have feasted on the abundance of your provision. Send us to bring good news and to proclaim
your favor to all, strengthened with the richness of your grace in your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

SENDING
Benediction
P God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you, and who calls you by name,
† bless your going out and your coming in, today and forever.
C Amen
Please be seated

Announcements
Please stand, if you are able

Sending Hymn: God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me (vs. 1-4)

ACS Hymn: 1084

continued
Text and music: Richard Bruxvoort Colligan, b. 1967 Text and music © 2004 This Here Music, admin. Augsburg Fortress All worship hymns are
reprinted under One License.net #A-700457 and CCLI #2840035
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A Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news.
C Thanks be to God.
Postlude: Praise Band
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Next Week’s Lessons:
Isaiah 62:1-5
Psalm 36:5-10
1 Corinthians 12:1-11
John 2:1-11
Office Hours:
Pastor Serena:
1/12: 10:00 am—5:00 pm
1/16: 9:00 am—1:00 pm

╬ Serving in Worship
Today (1/9)

Next Week (1/16)

Altar Guild

Sibylle Schroeder

Sibylle Schroeder

Assistant Minister

Demetria Laird

Sue Stirrat

Usher

Ken Schwier

Mary Kasakove

Soloist

Sibylle Schroeder

TBD

Livestream Assistant

Nick Senior

Quinn Rice

Keep These Friends in Your Prayers: Those who are sick or in need: Emily Wager, Bill Phinney, Joshua Olsen, Dawn Larsen,
Jon, Cheryl Inglin, Judy Consentino, Jon & Maria, Sandy Kahler, Kenneth Johanson, Karen Qualls, Nancy Ayotte, Elfriede & Dick
Kiesling, Sheeba David, Cora Pawlo, Richard & Carol Biunno, Jim Tangen, Elizabeth & Otto Schroeder, Don Larsen, Joseph Horn,
Ryan Manhardt, Dan Scouten, Evelyn Woodruff, Grace Bessasparis, the Appel family, Helen Cortese, Sam & June Smith
Those who are expecting: Chris and Marie Laird
Those in mourning: George & Janet Schroeder on the death of Janet’s son Hans, Friends and family of Walter Pasuco, friends and
family of Rudy Oeckinghaus, those mourning David Coyne, the VanHouten family, Millie Miller on the death of her sister, The
Scalora and Crescenzo families on the death of Jeanne’s cousin Sandy, the Scalora family on the death of Pat’s sister Sally, the family of Gary Siess, the family of Jim Cook, the family of Bryce Rosen, the family of Betty Curlander, the family of Carla Schechner,
the family of Steve Sammarco, The Laird family, the Gasparine family
Announcements:
~ Church office hours: Pastor Serena has resumed office hours and will be available Wednesdays and Sundays. She is also available for pastoral care by phone, zoom or other means. If you have a pastoral need at any time, please reach out to her by e-mail,
phone, or text. Food pantry donations and collections are being coordinated by Sibylle Schroeder. Other lay leaders are in the office at times during the week, helping with bulletins, altar guild, and other tasks. If you have a need to access the church building,
please contact Pastor Serena.

~ Food Pantry Needs for January: Peanut Butter, Parmalat milk, fruit, juice, hot-dogs, frozen meatballs, mashed potatoes, rice,
Mac-and-cheese, crackers, cake mixes, Gluten free Pasta.
~ Want to help your neighbors in practical ways? If you are able to do shopping/pharmacy runs for sequestered members of the
church or Mt. Olive Manor, contact the church office. We can let you know when someone needs assistance.
~ Altar Flowers: Please consider signing up for altar flower donations. Price: $17.50. If interested send an email to Christine
Strobel with your dedication and date you want the flowers on the Altar and send your check to the church.
~ Interested in hosting a coffee hour? Not hard. Just bring some store bought baked goods. Coffee is already prepared ahead of
time by the Altar Guild. Questions: Call Demetria Laird at 973-398-9614.
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This Week at Abiding Peace

Sunday, 1/9

• BAPTISM OF OUR LORD
• Webcast/In-Person Worship, 10:00 am
• In-person Sunday School, 11:15 am

Monday, 1/10

• Children’s Church, 5:45 pm
• NA Meeting, 7:30 pm

Tuesday, 1/11

• Council Meeting, 7:30 pm

Wednesday, 1/12

• AA Meeting, 6:30 pm

Saturday, 1/15

• NA Meeting, 8:00 pm
Next Week at Abiding Peace

Sunday, 1/16

• 2ND SUNDAY/EPIPHANY
• Webcast/In-Person Worship, 10:00 am
• Bible Study on affirmation of LGBTQ+ people
with Dr. Tim Wengert, 11:30 am

Monday, 1/17

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
• Children’s Church, 5:45 pm
• NA Meeting, 7:30 pm

Tuesday, 1/18

• Anniversary Committee Meeting, 7:30 pm

Wednesday, 1/19

• Service @ Mt. Olive Manor, 4:30 pm
• AA Meeting, 6:30 pm
• Education Planning Session, 7:30 pm

Saturday, 1/22

• NA Meeting, 8:00 pm

Upcoming Events
~ January 23: Congregational Meeting, 11:00 am
~ January 26: *Balcony Conversation, 7:30 pm
~ January 30: In-person Sunday School, 11:15 am

For all live-stream services, click link below

https://www.facebook.com/AbidingPeaceChurch/live

•

*Balcony Conversations are opportunities for our congregation to step-back from the "doing" of the church to reflect together
about the bigger questions of faith and life.

From Sunday’s and Seasons, copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress
Liturgy reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress under Lic. #14239-LIT
All worship hymns are reprinted under One License.net #A-700457
and CCLI #2840035
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