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Welcome to Abiding Peace Lutheran Church 
 
 

Abiding Peace Lutheran Church makes Christ known by welcoming all people to a supportive and accepting 
place to grow in faith and community and to serve the Lord as people created by God, saved by Christ and  
nurtured by the Holy Spirit.  

This welcome extends beyond all physical spaces and gatherings to include our trust that God's Spirit gathers 
us in virtual worship, and sends us to share God's message of love and hope even within the restrictions of   
social distancing. 

The ministry of Abiding Peace continues to be supported by the generous donations of our community. While   
we worship remotely, please consider contributing to our work through a variety of giving options, including     
donations through Venmo (search for @Abiding-Peace-BuddLake), through on-line bill pay with your bank, or 
by mailing your offering envelope to the church.  
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305-311 Route 46, Budd Lake, New Jersey 07828 

973-691-9393    www.abidingpeacechurch.org 
Serena Rice, Pastor 

Benjamin Schroeder, Music Director 

 
 

Sunday Morning— 10:00 — January 10, 2021 
Baptism of Our Lord 

 
Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the Spirit of God moved over the waters. Both Mark’s gospel 
and the story in Acts make clear that it is the Spirit’s movement that distinguishes Jesus’ baptism from John’s. The Spirit has come 
upon us as upon Jesus and the Ephesians, calling us God’s beloved children and setting us on Jesus’ mission to re-create the world 
in the image of God’s vision of justice and peace.  
 
Prelude:  A Blessing for the New Year 
                  by Franklin Ritter 
                  

GATHERING 
 

 

Welcome 
 
You are encouraged to prepare a small bowl or glass of water so that you may dip your fingers in the water 
and make the sign of the cross as you participate in the prayer of confession. You may also wish to light a  
candle at the beginning of the liturgy, to remind you of Christ's presence gathered with you in your worship.  

 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P   Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose mercy is poured out upon 
all people, whose goodness cascades over all creation. 

C   Amen 
 
P   Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.  
 

(Silence is kept for reflection) 
 

P   Holy God, 
C   you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We confess that our hearts are 

burdened by sin—our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. We turn inward, failing to    
follow your outward way of love. We distrust those who are not like us. We exploit the earth and its 
resources and fail to consider generations to come. Forgive us, gracious God, for all we have done 
and left undone. Even before the words are on our tongues, you know them; receive them in your 
divine mercy. Amen. 
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P   As an affirmation of the promises of your baptism, now mark the sign of the gospel on your body as a  
symbol of the power of the gospel in your life. 

 
Dip your fingers in water and mark  the sign of the cross over yourself as prompted. 
 
P   Mark the † sign of the cross on your forehead, a sign of God's endless love and mercy for you. 
C   Praise to you, O Christ, the wisdom and power of God. 
 
P   Mark the † cross on your ears, that you may hear the gospel of Christ, the word of life. 
C   Praise to you, O Christ, the wisdom and power of God. 
 
P   Mark the † cross on your eyes, that you may see the light of Christ illuminating your way. 
C   Praise to you, O Christ, the wisdom and power of God. 
 
P   Mark the † cross on your lips, that you may sing the praise of Christ, the joy of the church. 
C   Praise to you, O Christ, the wisdom and power of God. 
 
P   Mark the † cross on your heart, that God may dwell within you by faith. 
C   Praise to you, O Christ, the wisdom and power of God. 
 
P  Mark the † cross on your shoulders, that you may bear the gentle yoke of Christ. 
C   Praise to you, O Christ, the wisdom and power of God. 
 
P   Mark the † cross on your hands, that God's mercy may be known in your work. 
C   Praise to you, O Christ, the wisdom and power of God. 
 
P  Mark the † cross on your feet, that you may follow in the way of Christ. 
C  Praise to you, O Christ, the wisdom and power of God.  
 
P   How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of † Christ Jesus, our sins are washed away and 

we are claimed as God’s own beloved. Indeed, we are forgiven. In the wake of God’s forgiveness, we are 
called to be the beloved community living out Christ’s justice and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. 

C   Amen 
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Opening Hymn:  Praise and Thanksgiving Be to God                                                        ELW Hymn: 458  
 

 
 
Text: Francis Yardley, 1911-1990;Frank Whiteley, b. 1914, alt. Music: CHRISTE SANCTORUM, Paris Antiphoner, 1681 Text © 1969 H. Francis 
Yardley and Frank J. Whiteley All worship hymns are reprinted under One License.net #A-700457 and CCLI #2840035 
 

 
P   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C   And also with you. 
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Kyrie 
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Hymn of Praise 

God’s 
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P    The Lord be with you. 
C    And also with you. 
 
P    Let us pray. Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness,  
C    your voice moves over the waters. Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that 

we may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.   

WORD 
 
Genesis 1:1-5 
 
Out of chaos, God brings order. Out of the formless void, God brings light. This familiar story was good news for the Israelites, who 
experienced much chaos in their history. It remains good news for us. God created and continues to create new life.  

 
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness cov-
ered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there 
be light”; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the 
darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the first day.  
 
A   The Word of the Lord. 
C   Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 29 (chanted in unison) 

 
 
 
 
 

1Ascribe to the | Lord, you gods, 
  ascribe to the Lord glo- | ry and strength. 
2Ascribe to the Lord the glory | due God’s name; 
  worship the Lord in the beau- | ty of holiness. 
3The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders; 
  the Lord is upon the | mighty waters. 
4The voice of the Lord is a pow- | erful voice; 
  the voice of the Lord is a | voice of splendor.  
5The voice of the Lord breaks the | cedar trees; 
  the Lord breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon; 
6the Lord makes Lebanon skip | like a calf, 
  and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox. 
7The voice | of the Lord 
  bursts forth in | lightning flashes. 
8The voice of the Lord | shakes the wilderness; 
  the Lord shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh.  
9The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forests bare. 
  And in the temple of the Lord all are | crying, “Glory!” 
10The Lord sits enthroned a- | bove the flood; 
  the Lord sits enthroned as king for- | evermore. 
11O Lord, give strength | to your people; 
  give them, O Lord, the bless- | ings of peace.   
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Acts 19:1-7 
 
In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received John’s baptism of repentance but had never heard of the Holy Spirit or of bap-
tism in the name of Jesus. After Paul baptizes them, the Holy Spirit comes upon them and empowers them with gifts of the Spirit.  
 

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus, where he found 
some disciples. He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, 
“No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” 
They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the 
people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” On hearing this, they were baptized 
in the name of the Lord Jesus. When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and 
they spoke in tongues and prophesied—altogether there were about twelve of them.  
 
A   The Word of the Lord. 
C   Thanks be to God. 

P   The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the 1st chapter. 
C   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Mark 1:4-11 
 
Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with some irony: the one on whom the Spirit descends is himself the one who will 
baptize others with the Holy Spirit.  
 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 
sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, 
and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, 
with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more 
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have 
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was 
coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a 
voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”  
 
P   The Gospel of the Lord. 
C   Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon  
 

(Time for reflection) 
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Hymn of the Day: Crashing Waters at Creation                                                                ELW Hymn: 455 

 
 
Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993 Music: attr. Christian F. Witt, 1660-1716; adapt. Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805-1876 Text © 1991 GIA Publica-
tions, Inc. All worship hymns are reprinted under One License.net #A-700457 and CCLI #2840035 
 

 
The Nicene Creed 
 
C   We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is seen and 

unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the   
Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.  For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the           
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the            
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 
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The Prayers of the Church 
 
A   Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all   

people in need.  
(A brief silence) 

 
A   For the church throughout the world and all who lead the beloved community, that the Holy Spirit guide us 

in proclaiming and demonstrating the forgiveness of sins. Together we pray.  
C   Have mercy, O God. 
 
A   For wilderness and water, wind and wild beasts, and all living things on earth, that God’s goodness is         

revealed through creation and faithful stewards care for all God has made. Together we pray.  
C   Have mercy, O God. 

 
A   For the nations of the world and their leaders, for laborers busy both day and night, and for peacemakers 

amid strife, that God inspire all people to use their strength wisely. Together we pray.  
C   Have mercy, O God. 
 
A   For the sick and those who provide medical care, for the imprisoned and those who show them mercy,            

for the lonely and those who provide companionship, for all who suffer, and those who show them                        
compassion, that God’s love and care transform our hurting world. We pray for those who are mourning 
and for all on our prayer list, including Phillip, Pat, Eleonor, David, Megan, Gillian, Eastlyn, Richard,    
Gertrude, Isabella, Laura, Michael, Rachel and Cora, Gayle, Sophia, and Kacie. Hold them in your care. 
(Pause for a moment.) For all in harm’s way, including essential workers, our armed forces, and all serving 
overseas. Together we pray.  

C   Have mercy, O God. 
 
A   For our congregation gathered in spirit and in truth, for students returning to school, for those seeking            

renewal in their daily work, that all the beloved of God experience grace and peace. Together we pray.  
C   Have mercy, O God. 

 
A   In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their labors, that their witness inspire us in our 

baptismal vocations. Together we pray.  
C   Have mercy, O God. 
 
A   Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who dwells among 

us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.  
C   Amen 
 
 

THANKSGIVING 
 
Sharing of the Peace    
                   
P   The peace of the Lord be with you always.         
C   And also with you. 
 
Let us greet each other with the peace of Christ by typing in the comments, because God can speak through 
many means of communication. 
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Prayer for Spiritual Communion 
 
P   God who illuminates us with the light of Christ,     
C   we long to be filled with the life that you came to renew. While we cannot receive the bread and wine 

of the sacrament, we trust that your life still strengthens us, and your light still guides us on the jour-
ney of faith. Send us forth from this worship nourished and clear-sighted, to proclaim your good 
news and serve others in your name. Amen.  

 
Thanksgiving for the Word 
 
P   God of wisdom, throughout human history and today among us here, you call us to walk the paths of jus-

tice and peace. We praise you, O God of truth, for your precious words. Teach us to shelter under their 
richness as under the tree of life. May we be guided to live in gratitude and faithfulness, through Jesus 
Christ, your Word and our Wisdom, now and forever. 

C   Amen 
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P   Jesus, give us faith to pray. 
 
C   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
SENDING 

 
Benediction 
 
P    God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the comforter † keep you in 

peace. 
C   Amen 
 

Announcements 
 
Closing Hymn:  Shine, Jesus, Shine                                                                                    ELW Hymn: 671 

 
 

Text and music: Graham Kendrick, b. 1950 Text and music © 1987 Make Way Music, admin. Music Services in the Western Hemisphere                  
All worship hymns are reprinted under One License.net #A-700457 and CCLI #2840035 

 

 

 

continued 

 To Stanzas 

continued 
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P   Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.  
C   Thanks be to God.   
 
Postlude: Postlude on STUTTGART 
                   attr. Christian F. Witt; ad. Henry J. Gauntlett, arr. David McCarthy 
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Next Week’s Lessons:   
1 Samuel 3:1-20  
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18  
1 Corinthians 6:12-20  
John 1:43-51  
 
 
Office Hours:  
The church office does not have regular open 
hours at this point. Please see below for details. 

 
 
 
 
 
Keep These Friends in Your Prayers: Those who are sick or in need: Sharon Puglia, Juli Pullara, Judy Wayman, Tamsin 
Skeels, Don Larsen, Sandy Olson, Col. Phillip E. Miller, Pat Linn, Eleonor Braun, David Coyne, Megan McGuire, Gillian George, 
Eastlyn Rodriguez, Richard Biunno, Gertrude Price, Isabella Adams, Laura Dennis, Michael, Rachel and Cora Pawlo, Gayle 
Pinkham, Sophia Hawthorne, Kacie Schmidt, Gregg Clark, Susan Jacob, Lynn Peterson’s family and friends, Alexandra Heinz, 
Chris Mastakas, Pat & Jeanne Scalora, Robert Buckley, The Canon family, Howard Gentler, Cindy Behler, Elisabeth and Otto 
Schroeder, Jim Tangen, Amelia Krusch, James Ehrke, Jennifer Van Doran, John Brun, Michelle Kamin, Roslyn & Kerry Winfield, 
Chris Killian. Margret Zwicker, Amy Orama, Nalina (Sheeba’s mom), Lauren Francis, Jackie King, Aimee (Heather’s sister),    
Lindsey Caruso, Lora Gordan, Eric (Hildegard’s grandson), Skip Kaub, Peter Block, Alex Herd, Michael Lynch, Melanie Smith 
 
Those who are expecting: Alyssa Jurtschenko 
 
Those in mourning: Those mourning Henry Hill, The Bowden and Schroeder families on the death of Evelyn Bowden, The Jaeger 
family, those mourning John Bohmke, The Schwier family on the death of Elsa Platt, Marja-Liisa Apgar, the Linderman family, the 
Ashu family, The Kildea family, those mourning Herman Cain, The Woodard family, those mourning John Lewis, the families of 
Nilsen and Degraw/Wilman, the family and friends of Donna Woody, those mourning the death of Michael Krush, the McCabe  
family, Linda Tubelis (on the death of her husband, Oto), Those mourning the death of Christy Kakassy, those mourning the death of 
Michael Tisler, those morning the death of Heath Morgan 
 
Announcements:  

~ Church office hours: During the Pandemic, the church is not maintaining regular staff time in the office. Pastor Serena is availa-
ble for pastoral care by phone, zoom or other means. If you have a pastoral need at any time, please reach out to her by e-mail, 
phone, or text. Food pantry donations and collections are being coordinated by Sibylle Schroeder. Other lay leaders are in the of-
fice at times during the week, helping with bulletins, altar guild, and other tasks. If you have a need to access the church building, 
please contact Pastor Serena.  

 
~ Food Pantry Needs for January:  Parmalat Milk, Bread, Hot Dogs, Hot Dog Buns, Frozen Meatballs 
 
~ Want to help your neighbors in practical ways? If you are able to do shopping/pharmacy runs for sequestered members of the 

church or Mt. Olive Manor, contact the church office. We can let you know when someone needs assistance.  
 
 
 

 

╬ Serving in Worship 

 Today (1/10) Next Week (1/17) 

Altar Guild TBD TBD 

Reader Sheeba David Jackie King 

Assistant Minister Karen Coates Jeanne Scalora 

Liturgical Cantor Benjamin Schroeder 
Demetria Laird 
Sheeba David 
Don Larsen 
Sibylle Schroeder 

Sheeba David 
Don Larsen 
Sibylle Schroeder 

Psalm Cantor Benjamin Schroeder Benjamin Schroeder 

Livestream Assistant Quinn Rice Tyler Rice 
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From Sunday’s and Seasons, copyright  © 2021 Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgy reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress under Lic. #14239-LIT 

All worship hymns are reprinted under One License.net #A-700457 
and CCLI #2840035  

This Week at Abiding Peace 
 
Sunday, 1/10  • BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 
   • Webcast Worship, 10:00 am  
   • Discussion of the Gospel of John, 11:15 am 
       
Monday, 1/11  • Children’s Church Zoom, 5:45 pm 
 
Tuesday, 1/12  • Council Meeting, 7:30 pm 
 
Wednesday, 1/13 • AA Meeting, 6:30 pm 
   • Story-Telling Hour, 7:00 pm  
 
Thursday, 1/14  • Bible Study with Redeemer (fellowship time at 11:30 am), 12:00 pm 
    
Friday, 1/15  • NA Meeting, Cancelled 
       
Saturday, 1/16  • NA Meeting, 8:00 pm 
 

 
Next Week at Abiding Peace 

 
Sunday, 1/17  • 2ND SUNDAY/EPIPHANY 
   • Webcast Worship, 10:00 am 
               
Monday, 1/18  • Children’s Church Zoom, 5:45 pm  
 
Wednesday, 1/20 • AA Meeting, 6:30 pm 
   • Story-Telling Hour, 7:00 pm  
 
Thursday, 1/21  • Bible Study with Redeemer (fellowship time at 11:30 am), 12:00 pm 
   • NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
 
Friday, 1/22  • NA Meeting, Cancelled 
    
Saturday, 1/23  • NA Meeting, 8:00 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For all live-stream services, click link below 
https://www.facebook.com/AbidingPeaceChurch/live  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
~ Congregational Meeting via Zoom: January 24, 11:15 am 
~ We will be mailing out ashes for our Ash Wednesday service. Please make sure the church has    
   your current address for mailing. 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/AbidingPeaceChurch/videos/?ref=page_internal

