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For hospitalization or other    
pastoral care needs, please call 
Vicar Serena at 908-458-3940 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR MISSION & PURPOSE 

Abiding Peace Lutheran Church 
makes Christ known by welcoming 
everyone to a safe place to grow in 
faith and community to serve the 
Lord as people created by God, 
saved by Christ and nurtured by 
the Holy Spirit. 

 

 

 

From the Vicar 

Words About Welcome 
  

In March of this year I had the chance to participate in the NJ 

Synod’s day-long workshop Faith, Hope & Love: Building Safer 

and More Welcoming Congregations for LGBTQ+ Youth. It was 

a joy-filled and community-building time of learning and wor-

ship, and I would be happy to talk about the details with anyone 

who might be interested. But I am writing about it because of two 

simple, powerful messages I heard about welcoming that apply 

much more broadly to how we think about welcome in the 

church. 

 

The first is the idea that welcoming is characterized by Holy Cu-

riosity. Bishop Bartholomew encouraged us all to approach con-

versations with people who might see or experience life different-

ly than we do from a position of holy curiosity. When we ap-

proach encounters with curiosity, we have an awareness that the 

person in front of us has an experience that is unfamiliar to us, 

and we respond with a desire to know more. There is no defen-

siveness, or sense of threat in the unknown. Rather, there is a 

chance to learn and grow. We seek to listen more than we speak, 

because we want to understand the person, rather than just prov-

ing that we are “welcoming,” This curiosity is holy when we rec-

ognize the image of God in the other person, even when that im-

age looks different than our own. They are not just “a curiosity” 

to intrigue us, they are a beloved and blessed Child of God, and 

our faith grows through the conversation. 

 

The second idea about welcoming was the challenge to love a 

little louder. Victoria Thomas, a young adult who grew up in an 

ELCA church in New Jersey, shared her story of becoming aware 

that she was attracted to other girls during her teen years. She 

was lucky to be surrounded by a church that was accepting, BUT 

she didn’t know this. There was a lesbian couple that were  

Continued on Page 2 
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Have you remembered your Prayer Partner late-

ly? Pray for her daily, send a card or leave a small gift 

now and then. If you do not know her, this is a great 

opportunity to meet and learn about someone new, or 

just to bond a little more with someone you already 

know. Make sure to have fun. 

 

COUNCIL  &  MINISTRY LEADERSCOUNCIL  &  MINISTRY LEADERSCOUNCIL  &  MINISTRY LEADERS   

 

Officers 
 

President Heather Nilsen 

Vice President Robert Bowden 

Secretary                    Howard Corneilson 

Treasurer Nancy Ayotte 

 

 

Council Members 
 

Gerry Ayotte Ray Mueller 

Nancy Ayotte Heather Nilsen 

Robert Bowden George Pawlo 

Howard Corneilson  Sibylle Schroeder 

Doug Laird                              

  

 

Ministry Leaders 

 

Arts & Crafts Sibylle Schroeder 

Christian Education &  Karen Coates 

Youth  

Evangelism Ed Sekula 

Fellowship Demetria Laird 

Finance Nancy Ayotte 

Financial Secretary Nita Persson 

Messengers Dancers Mary Kasakove 

Intern Committee Shelli Skeels 

Property Vacant 

Social Ministry Sibylle Schroeder 

Seniors Sibylle Schroeder 

Stewardship Ray Mueller 

Worship & Music Mary Kasakove 

Continued from Page 1—Vicar’s Column 

 

involved in leadership in her church, but she thought 

they were sisters. No one ever talked about LGBTQ 

affirmation, even though it was a non-issue with the 

community, and so Victoria spent years feeling like 

she had to hide who she was from her church commu-

nity. Eventually she approached a trusted adult, and 

learned the truth, and was able to tell her story openly. 

Her challenge to her church and to the broader church 

is to “love and little louder.” It’s not enough to just 

know for ourselves that we are open and affirming of 

our LGBTQ+ siblings, or that we reject racism, or that 

people of all abilities are valued, etc. We need to talk 

about, and celebrate the amazing diversity of God’s 

people.  

 

Abiding Peace is a warm and friendly church, there is 

no doubt about that. We rejoice in the chance to wel-

come new people and involve them in the work for 

God’s mission that we are doing. I hope that the ideas 

of holy curiosity and loving louder can help this wel-

come to reach all the people that come through our 

doors. 

Vicar Serena 
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Vicar Serena’s 
May Schedule 

 

Week of 4/30—5/6  
 5/2 - 10:30 am—9:00 pm 

 5/6 - 8:30 am—2:00 pm 
 
Week of 5/7—5/13  
 5/10 - 7:00 pm—9:00 pm 

 5/11 - 9:00 am—6:00 pm (off-site and Synod Assembly) 

 5/12 - 9:00 am—1:00 pm (off-site and Synod Assembly) 

 5/13 - 9:00 am—2:00 pm 
 
Week of 5/14—5/20  

 5/16 - 10:30 am—9:00 pm 
 5/20 - 9:00 am—3:00 pm 
 
Week of 5/21—5/27  
 Vacation 
 
Week of 5/28—6/3 
 5/30 - 10:30 am—9:00 pm 

 6/3 - 8:30 am—2:00 pm 
 

Update on Loving Dialogue 
 

 

“You’re doing WHAT in your congregation?! Why?! 

How?!”  

 

I can completely understand why people would re-

spond that way when I tell them that our church is – 

on purpose – having conversations about political 

topics on which we disagree. It sounds like a recipe 

for church schism, or at least division. But, against all 

practical expectations, it has been a commitment that 

is reaping rich blessings for our community. We have 

stepped out in faith that God really does call us to 

unity in the honesty of our diversity, and we are prac-

ticing our values as a loving community. 

 

We had our first issue-focused “Loving Dialogue” 

conversation on April 15, and it was a truly enriching 

experience. We looked at the issue of immigration, 

using a resource from the National Issues Forum, 

with reference materials about the ELCA church 

teachings as background resources. We didn’t all 

come into the room with the same opinions, and I 

don’t think we left in lock-step, but it was a wonder-

ful 90 minutes of learning, growth, and grace. I wit-

nessed our community really practicing listening. I 

witnessed our community sharing vulnerably – both 

about our personal experiences, and about the prob-

lems with simplistic solutions. I witnessed our com-

munity affirming a common foundation of our faith 

commitments that supersede political affiliations. In 

short, I witnessed us living as the diverse and unified 

Body of Christ. It was beautiful and faithful. 

 

We have two more Loving Dialogue sessions planned 

for the third and fourth quarters of the calendar year, 

and I encourage everyone to consider participating. 

On August 5 we will look at the question of how to 

best provide Health Care. Then on December 9 we 

will explore issues connected to End of Life. As with 

Immigration, these are complicated, multi-facetted 

concerns, and I am confident that our conversation 

will be both challenging and faithful. In the mean-

time, let’s keep talking… 
 

 

 

 

 

Mother’s Day Brunch 
May 13 

 

 

Hard to believe but April is almost over and May is 

just around the corner. That also means Mother’s 

Day is also right around the corner. We are planning 

a Mother’s Day Brunch after the service on May 

13th.  A sign-up sheet will be posted on the bulletin 

board by the office. I know a lot of you like to take 

your mothers out for brunch. Just think how much 

less crowded and expensive it will be to treat her to 

brunch at Abiding Peace. Hope everyone will sign 

up. 

 

In Christian Fellowship, 

 

Demetria Laird 
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Join us for a FREE 

workshop &  

celebration! 

Sunday May 6, 2018 at 11:30 

Hosted by Abiding Peace Lutheran Church 

305-311 Route 46, Budd Lake, NJ 

973-691-9393 

For more information, contact Diana Perez 

973-934-1521 
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Stewardship Reflections 

Faith Kitchen Shopping List for  
May 1 

Meatballs and Gravy 
 

~ 1 (38.4 oz/96 count) pkg. cocktail meatballs 

~ 1 (28 oz) bottle of barbeque sauce 

~ 2 large onions 

~ 2 large peppers 

~ 1 large can of pineapple chunks 

 

Please bring these items to church on Sunday, April 

29th. 

 

For any questions or if you would like to come to 

Faith Kitchen with us, call Sibylle Schroeder at      

973-691-1910. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School Schedule 
For 2018 

 
5/6 

5/20 

     Food Pantry Needs 
 

Bread 
  Peanut Butter 

Jelly  
                  Parmalat Milk 

                   

 

Social Ministry is asking each of you to fill a bag 

with the above items so we can have a full food 

pantry. Thanks! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Whenever I think of "Stewardship," I always think of 

"Gratitude." Grateful to HAVE and grateful to BE! 

I have: 

My life, able to wake up in the morning, in a warm 

bed, in our house with my love next to me. 

My health, even if there are some aches and pains - I 

can go out and do all the things I love. 

My families, husband, children, parents (how lucky 

we are to still have them all) siblings and cousins, my 

church family - all of you! My different healing   

families that I am so fortunate to be a part of and the 

Karate family that my children are a part of and the 

Harmonium family, that Ben is a part of! 

My car, it gets me to where I want or need to go. 

My voice, it allows me to talk and sing. All the things 

I have learned in my life - they keep me busy and 

happy, even when it sometimes gets a bit much. 

My resources, the things I get to share - may it be 

food or talents or money. Sharing makes life richer 

and better, it fills my heart with gratitude. 

I am: 

A child of God  and a follower of Christ - this helps 

me through each day and strengthens me. It gives me 

freedom to live my life. 

A creator - may it be food or crafts or quilts - if noth-

ing else it keeps the mind and body busy. 

A healer - this teaches me to trust - that it is not me, 

but God through us that can bring healing. 

A peacemaker - I learned once that my soul is 

"peace" - therefore I can hold the energy of peace and 

help others to feel more peaceful. 

May all of you find peace and joy and strength 

through gratitude. It helps us to refocus and see the 

gifts from God in our lives.   

Many blessings - Sibylle 
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PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE 
973-691-9393 

 or have someone call for you, if you are  
hospitalized.  

Because of the HIPAA privacy laws,  
the church is not  

notified when you are admitted to a hospital,  
in order to  

protect your privacy. The only way we will 
know if you are in the hospital is if you or 

Please clip this article and keep it handy! 

May 12 *  9:00 am 
 

Church Family Breakfast will be held on the second 

Saturday of each month. 

 

Following the breakfast will be a short Bible study 

based on the readings for Sunday. The readings are: 

Acts 1:1-11; Psalm 47; Ephesians 1:15-23; Luke 

24:44-53. 

 

Bring a friend or neighbor. Enjoy fellowship and   

reflection before your start your busy Saturday 

chores! 

Church 
Family 

Breakfast 
 

May 6 
Acts 10:44-48 

Psalm 98 

1 John 5:1-6 

John 15:9-17 

 

May 13 
Acts 1:1-11 

Psalm 47 

Ephesians 1:15-23 

Luke 24:44-53 

May 20 
Acts 2:1-21 

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 

Romans 8:22-27 

John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 

 

May 27 
Isaiah 6:1-8 

Psalm 29 

Romans 8:12-17 

John 3:1-17 

5  Shelli Skeels 
11 Jackie Schwier 
27 Catherine Blackburne 
     Maria Jerez-Kearney 

19 Ken & Ann Anderson 
24 John & Sue Stirrat 

“Unfinished Object” Night 
 

There will be no UFO Night in May. See you 

in June. 
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Thank you for the beauty of Holy Week at Abiding 

Peace. Thank you to basically the whole congrega-

tion, but especially to Ben, the dance team, and all the 

volunteers to who read scriptures, assist with liturgy, 

decorate the sanctuary, handle logistics, bring the fire 

pit and kindling, clean-up, and cook for our beautiful 

and deeply-meaningful series of Holy Week services. 

There are many congregations that are twice our size 

or more that do not attempt the full slate of Holy 

Week services because they don’t think they can get 

enough people. But you all show up, and you pitch in, 

and you make the holiest of week in our church calen-

dar a transformative encounter with our Crucified and 

Risen Lord.  What a blessing to tell our sacred story 

together with this community! 

 

If you would like to express a “Thank you” in next 

month’s newsletter, please send a brief paragraph to 

Christine (chstrobel@optonline.net) by May 17. 

General Budget Financial Summary 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The chart above reflects giving and spending for 
all budgeted items. Designated (pass through) 
giving and spending is not included.   
 

  

March 
 

Y-T-D 
 

Budget $11,495 $  34,468 

Income $10,746 $  29,365 

Expenses $10,704 $  32,163 

Surplus/ 

(Deficit) 

$       42  $   (2,798) 

Senior Meeting Schedule 2018 

 
April 19 (Thur.) Games 

 
April 28 (Sat.) Concert—Harmonium  

               Chamber singers** 

 

May 30 (Wed.)      Arboretum Chester/ 
                                                           Chester Diner 
 

June 21 (Thur.)              Movie 

 
July 18 (Wed.)               Lavender Farm at Port 

                 Murray and Book 
                 Review of  a book you 
                                                              read and liked 

                  
Aug.  16 (Thur.)     Picnic at Ed’s house 

 
Sept. 19 (Wed.)              Story Telling—anything 
             about your life 

 
Oct. 25 (Thur.)               Halloween Party 
 

Nov. 29 (Thur.)  Christmas Party 
               
This schedule is open to changes. 
 

**Saturday evening at 7:30 pm Harmonium Chamber 

singers concert at Grace Episcopal Church, 4 Madison 
Ave., Madison, NJ.  

 
Sunday, May 29 at 3:00 pm at Christ Church, 66 High-

land Avenue, Short Hills. 

     

mailto:chstrobel@optonline.net


MAY 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO FIND A REPLACEMENT IF YOU CANNOT SERVE.   

COUNTERS: 6: Nancy Ayotte  13: Nita Persson  20: Howard Corneilson  27: George Pawlo    

ALTAR GUILD: Demetria Laird 

Keep these friends in your hearts and prayers: Those who are sick or in need:  Richard Biunno, Sue Schwier, Susan Jacob, Judy 

Jacob, Sue Corneilson, Ed Sekula, Cecilia A. Bowe, Rev. Edward N. Corneilson, Amy Super, Susan Ansari, Margie (Lynn                

Peterson’s Aunt), Dale (Lynn Peterson’s aunt), Kevin Kieran, Howard  Corneilson, Nancy Doyle, Eli Blahut, Bill von Minden,           

Jennifer and Hunter Koscheff, Kim Prentiss, David Steitiz, Evan Geutler, Laura Dennis, Doug Laird, St. James Lutheran Church, 

Phillipsburg, NJ, the residents and staff of Mt. Olive Manor, Ray & Rose (Jeanne Scalora’s brother and sister-in-law), Audrey 

Gregg, Diane Salje, the Nelkirk family, Bill Price, Rob Heller, Lloyd Yabsley, Diana Arroyo Perez, Gertrude Price, April Inglin, 

Kathleen Mazzagati, O. Kelley Anderson and family, Jeff Kamin, Dominick Gattone, Gloria Stuart, Isabella Adams, Lynn Peterson 

and family, Fran Mountjoy, Michael Roselli, Don Bowe   

Keep These Friends in Your  

Heart & Prayers 

MAY GREETER USHER LECTOR ASSISTANT 
MINISTER 

COMMUNION 
ASSISTANT 

POWERPOINT 

6 

  

  

Alexis 

Sweeney 

Doug 

Laird 
  

Evelyn 

Bowden 
  

Mary 

Kasakove 

~ Heather 

   Nilsen 

~ Pat 

   Scalora 

Sue 

Stirrat 

13 

  

Howard 

Corneilson 

Ken 

Schwier 

Karen 

Coates 

Maria 

Jerez- 

Kearney 

~ Howard 

   Corneilson 

~ Doug 

   Laird 

Vanessa 

Ponce 

20 

  

Doug 

Laird 
  

Pat 

Scalora 

  
  

Roy 

Persson 

Barbara 

Prosser 
  

~ Christina 

   Schroeder 

~ Maria 

   Jerez-Kearney 

Alexis 

Sweeney 

27 

  

Alexis 

Sweeney 

Cindy 

Pawlo 

Thom 

Coates 

Dick 

Kamin 

~ Sibylle 

   Schroeder 

~ Mary 

   Kasakove 

Jeanne 

Scalora 



MAY 2018  

 

 

 

 

1 

9:00 am Faith Kitchen 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

2 

6:00 pm Sign Commit-

tee Meeting 
6:30 pm  AA Mtg.  

7:00 pm Taize Service 

7:45 pm Choir Re-
hearsal 

 

 
 

3 

 

4 

8:00 pm  NA Mtg. 

 

5 

8:00 pm  NA Mtg.  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

6 

6TH SUNDAY/ 
EASTER 

9:30 am Music Re-

hearsal 

10:00 am Worship  

11:15 am Sunday 

School 

11:30 am Laughter 
Workshop 

7 

 

8 

 

9 

6:30 pm  AA Mtg. 

7:45 pm Choir Re-
hearsal 

10 

7:30 pm Council Meet-

ing (All are welcome) 

11 

9:00 am Synod As-

sembly 
8:00 pm  NA Mtg. 

 

12 

9:00 am Synod As-

sembly 
9:00 am Church Fam-

ily Breakfast  

8:00 pm  NA Mtg. 

 

13 

7TH SUNDAY/ 
EASTER 

9:30 am Music Re-

hearsal 

10:00 am Worship 
11:00 am Mother’s 

Day Brunch 

 

14 

 

15 

 

16 

 

4:00 pm Taize Service 
at Mt. Olive Manor 

6:30 pm  AA Mtg.  

6:30 pm Bible Study: 
Playing the Parables: 

The Friend at Midnight 

7:45 pm Choir Re-
hearsal 

17 

NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 

18 

8:00 pm  NA Mtg.  

 

19 

9:00 am Pirate & 

Fairy Fair at Mt. 
Olive (TBD) 

8:00 pm  NA Mtg. 

 

20 

DAY OF  
PENTECOST 

9:30 am Music Re-

hearsal 

10:00 am Worship 
11:15 am Sunday 

School 

11:30 am Potluck 
Luncheon: Celebrat-

ing our Gifts 

 

21 

No UFO Night 

22 

 

23 

6:30 pm  AA Mtg.       

7:45 pm Choir Re-
hearsal 

 

 

24 

 

25 

8:00 pm NA Mtg. 

 
 

             

26 

8:00 pm   NA Mtg. 

 

27 

HOLY TRINITY 

9:30 am Music Re-
hearsal 

10:00 am Worship  

 

28 

 
 
 

29 

 

30 

2:00 pm Seniors Meet-

ing: Arboretum Ches-
ter/Chester Diner 

31 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 


