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Welcome to Abiding Peace Lutheran Church 
 
 

Abiding Peace Lutheran Church makes Christ known by welcoming all people to a supportive and accepting 
place to grow in faith and community and to serve the Lord as people created by God, saved by Christ and  
nurtured by the Holy Spirit.  

This welcome extends beyond all physical spaces and gatherings to include our trust that God's Spirit gathers 
us in virtual worship, and sends up to share God's message of love and hope even within the restrictions of   
social distancing. 

The ministry of Abiding Peace continues to be supported by the generous support of our community. While   
we worship remotely, please consider contributing to our work through a variety of giving options, including     
donations through Venmo (search for @Abiding-Peace-BuddLake), through on-line bill pay with your bank, or 
by mailing your offering envelope to the church.  
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305-311 Route 46, Budd Lake, New Jersey 07828 

973-691-9393    www.abidingpeacechurch.org 
Serena Rice, Pastor 

Benjamin Schroeder, Music Director 

 
 

Sunday Morning— 10:00 — September 20, 2020 
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in which Jesus says that the reign of God is like that of a landowner who 
pays his workers the same wage no matter what time of day they began to work, prompting us to examine our attachment to earning 
rewards. In baptism we receive the grace of God that is freely given to all. As Martin Luther wrote, in the presence of God’s mercy 
we are all beggars.  
 
Prelude:  Crossing the Bar 
                  by Joseph Barnby, arr. Robert W. Thygerson 
                  

GATHERING 
 

 

Welcome 
 
You are encouraged to prepare a small bowl or glass of water so that you may dip your fingers in the water 
and make the sign of the cross as you participate in the prayer of confession. You may also wish to light a  
candle at the beginning of the liturgy, to remind you of Christ's presence gathered with you in your worship.  

 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P   Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation.  
C   Amen 
 
P   Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

(Silence is kept for reflection) 
 

P   Faithful God, 
C   have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We turn from 

your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass judgment on one another before examining  
ourselves. We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation      
to ourselves. Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
P   God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, 

Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name 
of † Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world.  

C   Amen 
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Opening Hymn:  Blessing and Honor                                                                               ELW Hymn: 854 

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808-1889, alt. Music: Matthias Keller, 1813-1875-1870 All worship hymns are reprinted under One License.net #A-700457 
and CCLI #2840035 
 

P   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C   And also with you. 
 

Hymn of Praise 

God’s 
continued 
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P    The Lord be with you. 
C    And also with you. 
 
P    Let us pray. Almighty and eternal God, 
C   you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, 

grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 



6 

WORD 
 
Exodus 16:2-15 
 
Faced with hunger in the wilderness, the Israelites longed for life back in Egypt and wished they had never left. Then God miracu-
lously and graciously gave them quails and manna to eat.  

 
The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. The Israelites 
said to them, “If only we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots 
and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hun-
ger.” 
 
Then the Lord said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day the people shall go 
out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them, whether they will follow my instruction or 
not. On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather on other 
days.” So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “In the evening you shall know that it was the Lord who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt, and in the morning you shall see the glory of the Lord, because he has 
heard your complaining against the Lord. For what are we, that you complain against us?” And Moses said, 
“When the Lord gives you meat to eat in the evening and your fill of bread in the morning, because the Lord 
has heard the complaining that you utter against him—what are we? Your complaining is not against us but 
against the Lord.” 
 
Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, ‘Draw near to the Lord, for he has 
heard your complaining.’ ” And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the Israelites, they looked toward 
the wilderness, and the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud. The Lord spoke to Moses and said, “I have 
heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you 
shall have your fill of bread; then you shall know that I am the Lord your God.’ ” 
 
In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there was a layer of dew around the 
camp. When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as 
frost on the ground. When the Israelites saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?” For they did not know 
what it was. Moses said to them, “It is the bread that the Lord has given you to eat.”  
 
A   The Word of the Lord. 
C   Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45 (chanted in unison) 

 
 
 
 
 

1Give thanks to the Lord and call up- | on God’s name; 
  make known the deeds of the Lord a- | mong the peoples. 
2Sing to the | Lord, sing praises, 
  and speak of all God’s | marvelous works. 
3Glory in God’s | holy name; 
  let the hearts of those who seek the | Lord rejoice. 
4Search for the strength | of the Lord; 
  continually | seek God’s face. 
5Remember the marvels | God has done, 
  the wonders and the judgments | of God’s mouth, 
6O offspring of Abra- | ham, God’s servant, 
  O children of Ja- | cob, God’s chosen ones.  
37You led out your people with sil- | ver and gold; 
  in all their tribes there was not | one that stumbled. 
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38Egypt was glad to | see them go, 
  because they | were afraid of them. 
39You spread out a cloud | for a covering 
  and a fire to give | light by night. 
40They asked, and | you brought quail, 
  and satisfied them with | bread from heaven. 
41You opened the rock, and | water flowed, 
  so the river ran in | the dry places. 
42For you remembered your | holy word 
  and Abra- | ham your servant.  
43So you led forth your peo- | ple with gladness, 
  your chosen with | shouts of joy. 
44You gave your people the lands | of the nations, 
  and they took the fruit of | others’ toil, 
45that they might | keep your statutes 
  and observe your teachings. | Hallelujah!   
 
Philippians 1:21-30 
 
Paul writes to the Philippians from prison. Though he is uncertain about the outcome of his imprisonment, he is committed to the 
ministry of the gospel and calls on the Philippians to live lives that reflect and enhance the gospel mission.  

 
For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me; and I 
do not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for 
that is far better; but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. Since I am convinced of this, I know that 
I will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, so that I may share abundantly in 
your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. 
 
Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am ab-
sent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one 
mind for the faith of the gospel, and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of 
their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. For he has graciously granted you the privi-
lege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well—since you are having the same struggle 
that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.  
 
A   The Word of the Lord. 
C   Thanks be to God. 

P   The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 20th chapter. 
C   Glory to you, O Lord. 
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Matthew 20:1-16 
 
Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common assumption that God rewards people according to what they 
have earned or deserve.  

 
Jesus said to the disciples: “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to 
hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his 
vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; and he said to 
them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. When he went out 
again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and found oth-
ers standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because 
no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ When evening came, the owner of the 
vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then go-
ing to the first.’ When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. Now 
when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily 
wage. And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only one 
hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But 
he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily 
wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not al-
lowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ So the last 
will be first, and the first will be last.”  
 
P   The Gospel of the Lord. 
C   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon 
(Time for reflection) 

 

 
Hymn of the Day: Great God, Your Love Has Called Us (vs. 1-3, 5)                                ELW Hymn: 358 

 
 
 
 
Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936 Music: Norman Cocker, 1889-1953 Text © 1977, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Co. Music © Oxford University Press 
All worship hymns are reprinted under One License.net #A-700457 and CCLI #2840035 
 

continued 
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The Apostles’ Creed 
 
C   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
      I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 
the dead. On the third day, he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.   

 
      I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
The Prayers of the Church 
 
A   Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.  
 

(A brief silence) 
 

A    Generous God, you disrupt our sense of fairness by making the last first, and the first last. Where this    
gospel challenges the church, equip it for its works of service. Strengthen those who suffer for Christ. 
Lord, in your mercy,  

C   hear our prayer. 
 
A   Sun and wind, bushes and worms, cattle and wild animals, vast forests and great cities—nothing in                

creation is outside your concern, mighty God. In your mercy, tend to it all. Give us a spirit of generosity 
and concern toward all you have made. Lord, in your mercy,  

C   hear our prayer. 

 
A   Where we find envy and create enemies, you provide enough for all. Bring peace to places of conflict and 

violence. Inspire leaders with creativity and wisdom. Bless the work of negotiators, peacekeepers, and    
development workers. Lord, in your mercy,  

C   hear our prayer. 
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A   Reveal yourself to all in need as you are gracious and merciful, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love, 
ready to relent from punishing. Accompany judges and lawyers, victims of crime and those serving       
sentences. Give fruitful labor and a livelihood to those seeking work. Lord, in your mercy, 

C   hear our prayer. 
 
A   Even beyond our expectations, you choose to give generously. Grant life, health, and courage to all who 

are in need and teach us how to participate in your generous care for those whom we have the capacity to 
serve. We pray for those who are mourning and for all on our prayer list, including Jim, Amelia, Gary and 
Linda, James, Jennifer, John, Michelle, Roslyn & Kerry, Chris, Margret, Amy, Nalina, Lauren, Jackie, 
Aimee, and Lindsey. Hold them in your care. (Pause for a moment.) We pray for all in harm’s way,        
including essential workers, our armed forces, and all serving overseas. Lord, in your mercy,  

C   hear our prayer. 

 
A   We praise you for the generations that have declared your power to us. Give us faithfulness to follow them, 

living for Christ, until you call us to join them in the joyful song around his throne. Lord, in your mercy,  
C   hear our prayer. 
 
A   All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through Christ our 

Lord.  
C   Amen 

 
 

THANKSGIVING 
 
Sharing of the Peace    
                   
P   The peace of the Lord be with you always.         
C   And also with you. 
 
Let us greet each other with the peace of Christ by typing in the comments, because God can speak through 
many means of communication. 
 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion 
 
P   God of Grace,     
C   we long to be fed with the food beyond compare that unites us with Christ. While we cannot, today, 

receive the sacrament of your body and blood, unite us spiritually with you through the power of 
your grace. Send us out, nourished and forgiven, into your beloved world, to wipe away the tears of 
all who hunger and thirst, guided by the example of Jesus Christ + and led by the Holy Spirit, now 
and forever.  Amen.  

 continued 
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Thanksgiving for the Word 
 
P   God of wisdom, throughout human history and today among us here, you call us to walk the paths of justice 

and peace. We praise you, O God of truth, for your precious words. Teach us to shelter under their richness 
as under the tree of life. May we be guided to live in gratitude and faithfulness, through Jesus Christ, your 
Word and our Wisdom, now and forever. 

C   Amen 

 
P   Jesus, give us faith to pray, 
 
C   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
SENDING 

Benediction 
 
P   Mothering God, Father, † Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 
C   Amen 
 

Announcements 
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Closing Hymn:  Give Me Jesus                                                                                           ELW Hymn: 770 
 

 
Text and music: African American spiritual All worship hymns are reprinted under One License.net #A-700457 and CCLI #2840035 

 
 

P   Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
C   Thanks be to God.   
 
Postlude: Postlude on GIVE ME JESUS 
                   African American spiritual, arr. Edwin T. Childs 
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Next Week’s Lessons:   
Exodus 17:1-7 
Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 
Philippians 2:1-13 
Matthew 21:23-32 
 
Office Hours:  
See announcements below 
 
Christine:  
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
3:30 pm—5:30 pm 

 
 
 
Keep These Friends in Your Prayers: Those who are sick or in need: Sharon Puglia, Juli Pullara, Michael Krush, Judy   
Wayman, Tamsin Skeels, Don Larsen, Sandy Olson, Col. Phillip E. Miller, Jim Kosiorek, Pat Linn, Eleonor Braun, David Coyne, 
Megan McGuire, Gillian George, Eastlyn Rodriguez, Richard Biunno, Gertrude Price, Isabella Adams, Laura Dennis, Michael, 
Rachel and Cora Pawlo, Gayle Pinkham, Sophia Hawthorne, Kacie Schmidt, Gregg Clark, Susan Jacob, Luke Mueller, Lynn          
Peterson’s family and friends, Alexandra Heinz, Chris Mastakas, Pat & Jeanne Scalora, Robert Buckley, The Canon family,           
Howard Gentler, Cindy Behler, Elisabeth and Otto Schroeder, Jim Tangen, Amelia Krusch, Gary and Linda McCabe, James Ehrke, 
Jennifer Van Doran, John Brun, Michelle Kamin, Roslyn & Kerry Winfield, Chris Killian. Margret Zwicker, Amy Orama, Nalina 
(Sheeba’s mom), Lauren Francis, Jackie King, Aimee (Heather’s sister), Lindsey Caruso 
 
Those who are expecting: Kimberly Defreitas, April and Scott 
 
Those in mourning: Those mourning Henry Hill, The Bowden and Schroeder families on the death of Evelyn Bowden, The Jaeger 
family, those mourning John Bohmke, The Schwier family on the death of Elsa Platt, Marja-Liisa Apgar, the Linderman family, the 
Ashu family, The Kildea family, those mourning Herman Cain, The Woodard family, those mourning John Lewis, the families of 
Nilsen and Degraw/Wilman, the family and friends of Donna Woody 
 
Announcements:  

~ Pastor Serena will not have open office hours during the week at this time. However, she is available to speak by phone or 
to communicate by other means. If you have a pastoral need at any time, please do reach out. Telephone, facetime, mes-
senger, or many other means of communication can keep up connected even when we have to be physically separated.  

 
~ Food Pantry Needs for September:  Parmalat Milk, Bread, Peanut Butter, Jelly, Vegetables, Soup, Spaghetti Sauce 
 
~ Want to help your neighbors in practical ways? If you are able to do shopping/pharmacy runs for sequestered members of the 

church or Mt. Olive Manor, contact the church office. We can let you know when someone needs assistance.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

╬ Serving in Worship 

 Today (9/20) Next Week (9/27) 

Altar Guild None None 

Bread Baker None None 

Reader Jackie King Linda Venator 

Assistant Minister Karen Coates Sheeba David 

Movement Minister Nita Persson Robert Bowden 

Usher None None 

Soloist None None 

Livestream Assistant Tyler Rice Tyler Rice 
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From Sunday’s and Seasons, copyright  © 2020 Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgy reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress under Lic. #14239-LIT 

All worship hymns are reprinted under One License.net #A-700457 
and CCLI #2840035  

 
This Week at Abiding Peace 

 
Sunday, 9/20  • 16TH SUNDAY/ PENTECOST 
   • Webcast Worship, 10:00 am  
   • Adult Forum Conversation on Care of Creation, 11:15 am 
    
Monday, 9/21  • Worship & Music Committee Meeting, 2:00 pm 
 
Wednesday, 9/23 • AA Meeting, 6:30 pm 
   • Story Telling Hour, 7:00 pm 
 
Thursday, 9/24  • Bible Study with Redeemer (fellowship time at 11:30 am), 12:00 pm 
    
Friday, 9/25  • NA Meeting, Cancelled 
          
Saturday, 9/26  • NA Meeting, 8:00 pm 
 
 

Next Week at Abiding Peace 
 
Sunday, 9/27  • 17TH SUNDAY/PENTECOST 
   • Webcast Worship, 10:00 am  
   • Loving Dialogue on how we address Political Divisiveness, 11:15 am 
 
Monday, 9/28  • “Sunday” School Zoom, 5:45 pm 
    
Wednesday, 9/30 • AA Meeting, 6:30 pm 
   • Story Telling Hour, 7:00 pm 
 
Thursday, 10/1  • Bible Study with Redeemer (fellowship time at 11:30 am), 12:00 pm 
    
Friday, 10/2  • NA Meeting, Cancelled 
       
Saturday, 10/3  • NA Meeting, 8:00 pm 
 

 
 
 
For all live-stream services, click link below 
https://www.facebook.com/pg/AbidingPeaceChurch/videos/?ref=page_internal   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

~ Oct. 4: Telling Our Church Story—What has God been up to in Abiding Peace?, 11:15 am 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/AbidingPeaceChurch/videos/?ref=page_internal

